UNIVERSITATEA DE VEST DIN TIMISOARA

DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA
BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

CARLOS MANUEL FELIX MOEDAS

Primar al orasului Lisabona

Timisoara, 2022

1|Pagina



Cuvant
la deschiderea ceremoniei de acordare a titlului de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

al Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara
domnului Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas
Primar al orasului Lisabona

Stimati membri ai comunitatii academice a Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara,
Distinsi oaspeti,

Dragi colegi si studenti,

Onorati participanti,

Stimate domnule Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas,

Lumea se schimba constant, cu o viteza pe care nu am mai vazut-o pana acum. Inovatia
Tntr-o astfel de lume, universitatile au un rol sporit si ar trebui privite ca poli de stabilitate, locuri
ce pot aduna energii care ne vor permite sa facem fata unui viitor pe care nimeni nu-l mai poate
prevedea. Una dintre principalele directii urmate de Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, ca
universitate comprehensiva, este sa aduca in jurul ei valorile incontestabile ale diferitelor domenii
de activitate, stiind ca universitatile sunt si ar trebui sa fie catalizatori pentru mediul social. Luand
n serios rolul pe care l-au dat fondatorii sai, acela de principal centru al cunoasterii din vestul
Romaniei, de promotor al culturii si principal sustindtor al societatii, Universitatea de Vest din
Timisoara, prin cele unsprezece facultati ale sale, Incearca in mod constant sa ofera recunoastere
bine castigata numelor importante ale lumii stiintifice, culturale, artistice, economice, sociale si
politice. Astfel, aduce in centrul atentiei modele valoroase pentru generatiile viitoare.

Astdzi, onoram o persoana speciald, o persoana care intelege pe deplin dinamismul lumii
noastre de astazi. Domnul Moedas a folosit pe deplin oportunitatile pe care o Europa unita incepea
sa le ofere. A fost unul dintre primii studenti din Portugalia care a beneficiat de o bursa Erasmus
si a plecat la Paris pentru a-si largi orizontul. Misiunea programului Erasmus i s-a potrivit ca o
manusa: ,,imbogatirea societatii prin studenti internationali”. El a Inteles pe deplin valorile retelei
de studenti Erasmus si le-a promovat ulterior, de-a lungul carierei sale de succes: unitate in
diversitate, diversitate in unitate, studenti care ajutd studentii, distractie in prietenie si respect,
dimensiunea internationald a vietii, dragoste pentru Europa ca o zona de pace si schimb cultural,
deschidere cu toleranta si cooperare in integrare. Asadar, nu a fost o mare surpriza ca, dupa ce a
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absolvit la Harvard, a lucrat la Paris si Londra, s-a intors in tara natald, unde a vrut sa faca o
schimbare.

Tn 2014, a devenit Comisar European responsabil pentru Cercetare, Stiinta si Inovare si a
contribuit profund la programe mai bune in acest domeniu, de care au beneficiat numerosi
cercetatori. Pentru noi, sa-1 avem drept coleg de acum inainte este o responsabilitate si o onoare
uriasd. Articolele sale din domeniul inovatiei sunt semnificative si o buna referinta pentru multi
cercetatori care inteleg importanta de a visa nalt si de a fi mai inovatori ca niciodata.

Implicatia sa In societate nu s-a oprit aici, el a devenit primar al Lisabonei, facand din
oras un punct semnificativ pe harta oraselor inovatoare.

Asadar, alegerea lui ca laureat pentru ziua de astazi a fost una normala si suntem mandri
ca a acceptat sd devind membru al comunitdtii noastre academice. Este un eveniment care ne
onoreaza, dar ne si obligd sd devenim mai buni si sa-i urmam exemplul in viitor.

Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara promoveaza ideea ca, in zilele noastre, universitatile
au din ce In ce mai mult rolul de promotori ai stiintei, culturii, contribuitori la dezvoltarea societétii,
aparatori ai drepturilor omului si participanti la crearea unui mediu politic mai stabil. Prin urmare,
consideram ca modelul oferit de domnul Moedas este important. El este o dovada ca viziunea
promovata i1n Programele Erasmus functioneaza: viseaza sus, Imbundtiteste educatia
internationala si oferd oportunitati de auto-dezvoltare, promoveaza intelegerea interculturald si
creeaza schimbari pozitive in societate. Toata cariera lui este dovada ca acest lucru functioneaza!

Titlul onorific oferit astizi, Doctor Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum, reprezintd modul
in care Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara recunoaste public meritele intregii cariere a domnului
Moedas si este o forma de a-i multumi pentru exemplul puternic dat tinerei generatii.

Stimate domnule Carlos Manuel Felix Moedas,

Astazi, oferindu-va titlul de Doctor Honoris Causa Beneficiorum Publicorum,
Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara vd multumeste pentru tot ceea ce ati realizat n cariera si
pentru promovarea inovarii, a cercetarii, a tehnologiei, a lumii moderne si a tuturor valorilor
Programului Erasmus. Suntem onorati de prezenta dumneavoastra la Timisoara si de acceptul

dumneavoastrd de a deveni membru al comunitatii noastre academice. Va dorim sdnatate si putere
ca sa va continuati activitatea remarcabila cu aceeasi pasiune si daruire!

Prof. univ. dr. Marilen-Gabriel Pirtea

Rectorul Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara
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Opening address
at the festivity of awarding the title of
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
of the West University of Timisoara
to Mr. Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas

Esteemed members of the academic community of the West University of Timisoara,
Distinguished guests,

Dear colleagues and students,

Honoured participants,

Esteemed Mr. Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas,

The world is changing constantly at a speed that we have never seen before. Innovation
and technology are shaping the face of our lives and expose us to new challenges but also to new
possibilities. In such a world, universities have an ever increasing role and should be regarded as
poles of stability, places that can gather energies that will allow us to cope with a future that nobody
can predict anymore. One of the main directions followed by the West University of Timisoara, as
a comprehensive university, is to bring around it the incontestable values of various fields of
activity, knowing that universities are and should be catalysts for the social environment. Taking
seriously the role it was given by its founders, that of the main centre of knowledge in the western
part of Romania, of promoter of culture and main supporter of the society, the West University of
Timisoara, through its eleven faculties, tries to constantly offer well-earned recognition to
important names of the scientific, cultural, artistic, economic, social and political worlds. This
way, it brings valuable models for the future generations in the spotlight.

Today, we are honouring a special person, a personality who fully understands the dynamism
of our present world. Mr. Moedas used to the fullest the opportunities that a united Europe was
starting to offer. He was one of the first students from Portugal to benefit from an Erasmus
scholarship and to go Paris to enlarge his horizon. The mission of the Erasmus programme fitted
him like a glove: “enrichment of society through international students”. He understood the values
of the Erasmus Student Network and has promoted them althrough his succesfull career: unity in
diversity, diversity in the unity, students helping students, fun in friendship and respect, the
international dimension of life, love for Europe as an area of peace and cultural
exchange, openness with tolerance and cooperation in integration. So, there was no big surprise
that, after graduating from Harvard and working in Paris and London, he went back to his home
country, where he wanted to make a change.
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In 2014, he became European Commissioner responsible for Research, Science and
Innovation and he significanly contributed to better programs in this field that numerous researches
benefitted from. For us, having him as our colleague from now on is a huge responsibility and
honour. His articles in the field of innovation are significant and a valuable reference for many
researchers who understand the importance of dreaming big and being more innovative than ever.

His implication in society did not stop here. He became Mayor of Lisbon, making this city
a significant one on the map of innovative places.

Consequently, choosing him as our laureate for today came just as natural and we are proud
that he accepted to become a member of our academic community. It is an event that honours us
but also obliges us to become better and to follow his example in the future.

The West University of Timisoara promotes the idea that, nowadays, universities have more
and more the role of promoters of science, culture, contributors to the society’s development,
defenders of the human rights and participants in creating a more stable political environment.
Therefore, we consider that the model offered by Mr. Moedas is important. He is solid proof that
the vision promoted in the Erasmus Programs is working: dream high, improve international
education and provide self-development opportunities, foster intercultural understanding and
create positive change in society. All his career is proof that this works!

The honorary title offered today, Doctor Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum, represents the
way in which the West University of Timisoara publicly acknowledges the merits of the life-long
career of Mr. Moedas, and is a form of thanking him for the strong example given to the younger
generations.

Esteemed Mr. Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas,

Today, by offering you the title of Doctor Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum, the West
University of Timisoara thanks you for all you have accomplished in your career and for promoting
innovation, research, technology, the modern world and all of the Erasmus Programme values. We
are honoured by your presence in Timisoara and by your accepting to become member of our

academic community. We wish you health and the strength to continue your work with the same
passion and dedication!

Professor Marilen-Gabriel Pirtea, PhD

Rector of the West University of Timisoara
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LAUDATIO
n onoarea
domnului Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas
Primar al orasului Lisabona

Cu ocazia acordarii titlului de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

Domnule Primar Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas,

Stimati membri ai comunitatii academice din Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara,
Distingi invitafi,

Dragi studenti,

Onorat auditoriu,

Doamnelor si domnilor,

Astdzi ne regasim in postura de a aduce o binemeritatd recunoastere unui nume important
din sfera administratiei portugheze si politicii europene, in persoana Domnului Primar al Lisabonei
Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, specialist Tn multiple domenii cu un parcurs profesional remarcabil,
care a studiat In unele dintre cele mai importante universitati ale lumii: Lisabona, (unde a absolvit
ingineria civila in 1993 la Instituto Superior tecnico), Paris (printr-un program Erasmus la Ecole
Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées) si Harvard (unde a obtinut in anul 2000 un Master Degree n
Administrarea Afacerilor).

Inceputurile activititii sale remarcabile desfasurate in afara tarii natale stau sub semnul
prestatiilor exceptionale la firme de renume precum Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux, din Franta, unde a
stat vreme de cinci ani sau ca si consilier pentru zona de investitii la banci de prestigiu mondial ca
Goldman Sachs, in City, Deutsche Bank si Eurohypo Bank (la acestea din urma functionand ca si
consultant pentru fuzionari si achizitii).

Beneficiar a numeroase oferte de studii, el a stiut sa transforme fiecare treapta educationala
ntr-o oportunitate majora de a-si dezvolta cariera si a-si slefui peronalitatea intr-un chip cat mai
armonios si eficient. Astfel, intemeiaza in 2008 la reintoarcerea sa in Portugalia propria firma de
gestionare a investitiilor, Crimson Investement Management, dupd ce condusese cu rezultate
notabile intreprinderea Aguirre Newman din 2004 pana atunci.
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Din 2011 incepe o solida cariera politica in randurile Partidului Social Democrat si in
administratia publica, Intdi ca Parlamentar al regiunii sale natale, Beja, apoi Secretar de Stat
Adjunct al Primului Ministru din cadrul celui de-al X1X-lea guvern constitutional al Portugaliei.
Perioada de intense presiuni politice a coincis cu una dintre cele mai severe crize economice din
istoria tarii sale, iar competenta lui iesitd din comun l-a determinat pe seful guvernului sa ii
Incredinteze monitorizarea intregului Program de Ajustare Structurald a Portugaliei convenit cu
Uniunea Europeana si Fondul Monetar International, in valoare de 78 de miliarde de Euro.

Spunea in acest context cd experienta lui anterioara I-a invatat ca obstacolele dificile si
provocdrile schimbarilor neasteptate pot fi depasite doar anuland barierele limitative dintre tarile
sau colectivele de lucru diferite printr-un spirit de colaborare creativa si deplind transparenta
institutionala.

Din 2014 a fost numit de Primul Ministru Pedro Passos Coelho membru al Comisiei
Europene din partea Portugaliei (doar al cincelea portughez ce accede la aceastd functie de la
aderarea tarii la UE 1n 1986!), fiind desemnat Comisar European pentru Cercetare, Inovatie si
Stiinta, unde a desfasurat o activitate remarcata si extrem de fructuoasa, gestiondnd unul dintre
cele mai importante bugete pentru programe destinate Inovatiilor si Activitdtilor Stiintifice, de
peste 77 de miliarde de euro.

Intr-un discurs remarcabil sustinut in noiembrie 2018 la lucrarile Summitului Web din
Lisabona, el afirma in chip vizionar: ”Astazi inovatia este despre scopuri si tinte, despre cum faci
ceva care si te desavaseasca din perspectiva ta ca fiintd umani. In Uniunea Europeani vom investi
mai multi bani in inovatia sociala, nu pentru ca este ceva trendy, ci pentru cd avem convingerea ca
viitorul inovatiei tine, mai ales, de inovatia sociald”.

Iar in raspunsul la Chestionarul adresat de Parlamentul European viitorului Comisar
European, el spunea raspicat si cu deplind convingere: “vreau s ajut la constructia unei Uniuni
Europene care detine din ce In ce mai multe instrumente pentru a preintampina aparitia acelorasi
crize. Provocarea de a imi asuma promovarea cercetarii, stiintei si inovatiei in toatd Europa este
justificatd de convingerea mea fermd ca acestea sunt ingredientele cheie pentru a construi o
economie europeand sustenabild si dinamicd, una bazatd pe cunoastere si creativitate, nu pe datorii
si modele de afaceri ce stagneaza”.

Incununarea carierei sale de pania acum si confirmarea prestigiului deosebit si a
popularitatii de care se bucurd in Portugalia a fost alegerea sa ca Primar al Capitalei Lisabona,
dupa o campanie entuziasmanta si convingatoare, pe data de 26 septembrie 2021, el intrand in
functie cu drepturi depline la 18 octombrie a aceluiasi an.

Lista institutiilor si comitetelor directoare din care face parte este, de asemenea,
impresionanta, recunoasterea valorii sale de coordonator competent in domenii de varf fiind
recunoscutd unanim: enumeram, astfel, Consiliul European pentru Relatii Externe, Asociatia
”Friends of Europe”, UNESCO, Vicepresedinte al Institutului Jacques Delors, Administrator al
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Fundatiei Gulbenkian (din 2019) si sunt doar cateva dintre acestea. Premiile si distinctiile de
prestigiu dobandite de-a lungul anilor confirma apartenenta sa la comunitatea internationala de
elita: ales cel mai tdnar membru al Academiei Portugheze de Inginerie din anul 2014, a devenit
ulterior si Comandor al Ordinului Spaniol pentru merite civile, Membru al Comisiei Cancelariei
Universitatii Aga Khan, Doctor Honoris Causa la Cork si Paris, iar acum la Universitatea de Vest
din Timisoara.

Toata activitatea domniei sale, inclusiv cartile sale de cercetare dintre care citdim volumul
de referintd Noua Paradigma a Investitiilor Imobiliare (din 2011, scris Tn colaborare cu N. L.
Amaro) si articole importante publicate in celebra “California Management Review” (Open
Innovation: Research, practices and policies, 2018), in nu mai putin faimoasa publicatie stiintifica
”Nature” (Europe can build on Scientific Intuition, 2017) sau in revista ”Science and Diplomacy”
(Science diplomacy in the European Union, 2016) constituic o dovada a afinitatii deosebite a
Domniei Sale pentru competitivitate si deschidere creativa catre societate, catre comunitatea langa
care leaderul nu poate si nici nu isi doreste sa se izoleze de mediul pe care 1l administreaza.

Domnul Carlos Moedas s-a dovedit, de cand il cunoastem, foarte receptiv in ceea ce
priveste sprijinul acordat Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara, pentru dezvoltarea programelor noi
de studii si schimburile de studenti si specialisti si credem cu tarie ca va deveni un partener ideal
pentru extinderea strategica a relatiilor Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara cu institutii de prestigiu
din Portugalia si Spania, mai ales Tn contextul activitatii tot mai consistente si mai vizibile a
Consortiului Universitar European UNITA, unde se regdsesc universitati dinamice din Romania si
Portugalia.

Acordarea, de catre comunitatea academica de la Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, prin
decizia Senatului UVT, a titlului de Doctor Honoris Causa Beneficiorum Publicorum Domnului
Primar Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, reprezintd un act de recunoastere a reperului valoric si moral
oferit de Domnia Sa de-a lungul ultimelor decenii, a realizarilor de exceptie din perioada
mandatului sdu de Comisar European precum si un moment de asumare reinnoitd de catre
Universitatea noastra a responsabilitatii cultivarii unor relatii interuniversitare novatoare, cu
regiuni din Europa ce nu au fost mereu n prim planul ariei de cuprindere a sistemului academic
de la noi, care se pot dovedi, pe termen scurt si mediu extrem de fecunde pentru toate partile
implicate Tn acest proces.

Prin amplitudinea si exemplaritatea profilului sau, prin atitudinea constructiva si abilitatile
deosebite ale muncii in echipa, laureatul de astdzi a inspirat admiratie profunda atat in propria tara,
cat si peste hotare si a creat neobosit, in egala masura, modele profesionale si personale de urmat
pentru cei implicati in activitatile de politica europeana si administratie regionala coordonate de
Domnia Sa.

Dorinta de extindere strategicd a relatiilor UVT cu institutii de prestigiu din peninsula
Iberica, din Portugalia si Spania, precum si deschiderea culturala doveditda in mod repetat de

8|Pagina



Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara, care contribuie constant la pregatirea orasului pentru rolul pe
care 1l va juca In 2023, 1n calitate de Capitala Culturala Europeana, creeaza contextul ideal pentru
acordarea titlului de Doctor Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum al Universitatii de Vest din
Timisoara, Domnului Primar al Lisabonei Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas.

Politician european de anvergura, manager de exceptie, dotat cu energie creativa de munca
impresionanta si clarviziune largd, formator de opinii si idei inovatoare in sfera activitatilor sale
multiple, laureatul de astazi al Universitatii noastre se distinge atat prin seriozitatea, profunzimea
si aplicabilitatea abordarilor sale, cat si prin atitudinea mereu deschisd, amicala si incurajatoare
fatd de colaboratorii apropiati, dar si fatd de cei care, incidental, s-au bucurat de prezenta si
expertiza lui. Prezenta sa in randul nostru astazi si, astfel, alaturarea domniei sale comunitatii
universitare, culturale si spirituale a institutiei noastre ne onoreaza si ne obliga n egala masura.

COMISIA DE EVALUARE SI DE ELABORARE A LAUDATIO

Presedinte:
Prof. univ. dr. Marilen Gabriel PIRTEA, Rectorul Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara
Membri:

Prof. univ. dr. Anton TRALESCU, Presedintele Senatului Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara

Prof. univ. dr. Viorel NEGRU, Directorul ICAM (Institutul de Cercetari Avansate de Mediu)
Prof. univ. dr. Alin SAVA, Prorectorul responsabil cu strategia de cercetare stiintifica a
Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara

Conf. univ. dr. Octavian Madalin BUNOIU, Prorectorul responsabil cu strategia academica a
Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara

Prof. univ. dr. Luminita SASU, Presedintele Comisiei de cercetare a Senatului UVT

Prof. univ. dr. Adrian CURAJ, Directorul general al Unitatii Executive pentru Finantarea
Invatamantului Superior, a Cercetdrii, Dezvoltarii si Inovarii (UEFISCDI)

Dh.C. Dr. ing. Dumitru Dorin PRUNARIU, Cosmonaut, ROSA (Agentia Spatiala Romdna)
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LAUDATIO
in honour of
Mayor CARLOS MANUEL FELIX MOEDAS
on the occasion of conferring on him the title of
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
of the West University of Timisoara

Mr. Mayor Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas,

Dear members of the academic community of the West University of Timisoara,
Distinguished guests,

Dear students,

Honourable audience,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with great honour that we find ourselves today in the position of showing much-
deserved recognition to a prominent figure in Portuguese administration and European politics,
Mr. Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas, Mayor of Lisbon. His outstanding professional career,
intertwining several fields of expertise, has been grounded in the completion of studies at some of
the most important universities around the world: Lisbon (where he graduated in Civil Engineering
at Instituto Superior Tecnico in 1993), Paris (through an Erasmus programme at the Ecole
Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées), and Harvard (where he was awarded a master’s degree in
Business Administration in 2000). The early days of his activity outside his native country have
been marked by exceptional performance at companies such as Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux (where
he had undertaken activities for five years), or as advisor at world-renowned banks such as
Goldman Sachs, Deutsche Bank, and Eurohypo Bank (to the latter as a consultant for mergers and
acquisitions).

Recipient of numerous study offers, he knew how to turn each educational step into a major
opportunity to boost his career. Thereby, upon his return to Portugal in 2008, he founded his own
investment management company, Crimson Investment Management, after having previously run
the Aguirre Newman company from 2004 to that point. Since 2011, he has embarked on a solid
political career in the Social Democratic Party and public administration, at first as Member of
Parliament for his home region of Beja, and then as Deputy State Secretary to the Prime Minister
in the XIX Constitutional Government of Portugal.
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In 2014, he was appointed by Prime Minister Pedro Passos Coelho as a member of the
European Commission from Portugal (only the fifth Portuguese to hold this position since the
country's accession to the EU in 1986), being assigned the position of European Commissioner for
Research, Innovation and Science. In this position, he carried out a remarkable and extremely
fruitful activity, managing one of the most important budgets for programs intended for
Innovations and Scientific Activities, of over 77 billion euros. In a remarkable speech delivered at
the Web Summit in Lisbon in November 2018, he stated: "Nowadays, innovation is about goals
and targets, about doing something that makes you feel you are an accomplished human being. At
the level of the European Union, we will invest more money in social innovation, not because it is
trendy, but because we are convinced that the future of innovation lies in social innovation™.

The most important achievement of his career so far and the confirmation of the enormous
prestige and popularity he enjoys in Portugal has been his election as Mayor of Lisbon on
September 26, 2021, assuming this office on October 18, the same year.

The list of institutions and steering committees of which he is currently a member and that
of positions he has held are impressive, with the recognition of his value as a coordinator in leading
fields being unanimously acknowledged — examples in this regard include the European Council
for Foreign Relations, the "Friends of Europe” Association, UNESCO, Vice-President of the
Jacques Delors Institute, Administrator of the Gulbenkian Foundation (from 2019 on), etc. The
awards and distinctions received over the years support his inclusion in the elite international
community: the youngest member of the Portuguese Academy of Engineering in 2014, he also
became a Commander of the Spanish Order of Civil Merits, Member of the Aga Khan University
Chancellery Commission, Doctor Honoris Causa in Cork and Paris, and now at WUT.

His entire activity, which comprises an extensive list of research papers ranging from the
reference volume The New Paradigm of Property Investment (published in 2011, and co-authored
by N. L. Amaro) to articles published in the famous "California Management Review" (Open
Innovation: Research, Practices and Policies, 2018), the equally prestigious scientific journal
"Nature" (Europe can Build on Scientific Intuition, 2017), or the magazine "Science and
Diplomacy" (Science Diplomacy in the European Union, 2016), is indicative of his special affinity
for competitiveness and creative openness to society, to the community near which the leader
cannot and does not want to isolate himself from the environment he oversees. Mr. Carlos Moedas
has proven very responsive in terms of the support given to the West University of Timisoara,
particularly as regards the development of study programs. In this vein, we are confident that he
will become an ideal partner for the strategic expansion of WUT's relations with prestigious
institutions in Portugal and Spain, especially in the context of the activity carried out at the level
of the UNITA University Consortium.

Conferring the title of Doctor Honoris Causa of the West University of Timisoara on Mr.
Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas is an act of appreciation of his moral, professional and human profile,
as well as a way of taking on the responsibility of cultivating innovative inter-university relations,
which can prove extremely fruitful for all the parties involved in this process.
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Through the magnitude and exemplarity of his profile, today’s recipient of the DHC title
has gained deep admiration in his own country and abroad, and has equally created professional
and personal role models for those involved in the activities of European politics and regional
administration coordinated by our laureate.

The desire to strategically expand WUT's relations with prestigious institutions across the
Iberian peninsula, Portugal and Spain, paired with the cultural openness repeatedly proven to the
West University of Timisoara, contributing to the preparation of the city for the role assigned in
2023, as the European Capital of Culture, provide the ideal context for awarding the title of Doctor
Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum of the West University of Timisoara to Mr. Carlos Manuel
Félix Moedas, Mayor of Lisbon. As a prominent European politician, an exceptional manager,
endowed with impressive work energy and great insight, a shaper of innovative opinions and ideas
in his fields of expertise, the laureate stands out both by the seriousness, depth and applicability of
his approaches, as he is by his always open, friendly and encouraging attitude. His presence among
us today, his joining the academic, cultural and spiritual community of our institution, equally
honours and obliges us.
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Prelegerea domnului

Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas
Primar al orasului Lisabona

cu ocazia acordarii titlului de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

"STIINTA SI LIBERTATE"
[Multumiri]

Excelenta Voastra, domnule Rector, Prof. Dr. Marilen Pirtea,
Excelenta Voastra, doamna loana Bivolaru, Ambasadorul Romaniei,
Excelenta Voastra, doamna Teresa Macedo, Ambasadorul Portugaliei,
Stimate domnule Primar al Municipiului Timisoara, Dominic Fritz,
Distinsi membri ai Comisiei Laudatio,

Stimati profesori si studenti ai Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara,
Distinsi oaspeti,

[Introducere]

Imi face o nespusa plicere si ma aflu din nou aici, in aceasti frumoasi tara.

Ultima data am fost in Romania in aprilie 2019, in perioada mandatului presedintiei
Romaniei la Consiliul Uniunii Europene.

Discutam atunci despre programul Orizont Europa pentru cercetare si inovare.

Cu alte cuvinte, purtam discutii despre sprijinirea stiintei si a oamenilor de stiinta.

Ne apropiam de alegerile europene si imi amintesc ca una dintre principalele noastre
ingrijordri, pe care am adus-o in discutie la Bucuresti, a fost modul in care unele partide politice
din Europa puneau la indoiala integritatea universitdtilor si valoarea stiintei.

Cum stiinta ajungea subiect al disputelor politice, a fost evident ca, mai mult ca oricand,
trebuia sa demonstram rolul si impactul acesteia in societate. lar acest deziderat a constituit o parte
esentiald a misiunii mele de comisar european.

Tn calitate de comisar european, datoria mea a fost sa ma intilnesc cu oameni de stiinta si
cu inovatori din intreaga Europa, sa le insuflu putere, sa le inteleg doleantele si greutatile si sa le
diseminez rezultatele cercetarii, integritatea si valoarea stiintifica.
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Prin urmare, nu putea exista un motiv mai bun de a ma intoarce in Romania decat acela de
a fi inconjurat, asa cum sunt astazi aici, de cercetatori, inovatori si profesori atat de distinsi precum
domniile voastre.

[Stiinta ca promotor al libertatii]

Privind in urma la cei cinci ani extraordinari pe care i-am petrecut in cadrul Comisiei
Europene, pot spune ca am avut privilegiul de a fi martorul fortei si excelentei comunitatii noastre
stiintifice.

Europa creeaza cele mai stralucite proiecte de cercetare stiintificd din intreaga lume. lar
faptul cd am vazut indeaproape aceastd excelentd stiintificd mi-a ingdduit sa inteleg nu doar
dimensiunea globala a stiintei europene, ci si impactul stiintei in societatea noastrd si asupra
modului nostru de viata.

Dacd ar fi sa rezum impactul pe care stiinta il are astdzi, as spune ca stiinta este promotorul
suprem al libertatii.

As dori s va impartasesc trei motive pentru care nutresc aceasta convingere:

1. Tn primul rind, pentru ci stiinta este o forti generatoare de pace si de diplomatie.

S-ar putea crede ca stiinta si diplomatia sunt diametral opuse. La urma urmei, stiinta se
bazeaza pe experimente, dovezi stiintifice si riscuri in vreme ce diplomatia se bazeaza pe
stabilitate, negociere si prudenta.

Dar adevarul este ca, de-a lungul istoriei, stiinta a jucat necontenit un rol esential in
promovarea pacii.

Imi aduc aminte cd am vizitat Iordania pentru a participa la o discutie despre singurul
accelerator de particule din Orientul Mijlociu: SESAME. Mi-am dat seama ca proiectul a
contribuit mult mai mult la promovarea pacii in regiune decit multe alte negocieri de pace. Oameni
de stiintd de origini si din medii diferite au reusit sa lase deoparte orice disputa politicd sau
teritoriald si s-au unit in jurul unor obiective si principii mai inalte.

Daca va ganditi la cele mai instabile si mai tensionate episoade ale istoriei noastre recente,
veti intelege cd oamenii de stiintd au fost printre cei mai mari sustinitori ai pacii mondiale. Imi
amintesc de manifestul extraordinar din 1955, scris de Bertrand Russel in incercarea de a impiedica
transformarea Rézboiului Rece intr-un razboi nuclear. O declaratie care a fost, probabil, ultimul
document semnat de Albert Einstein inainte de a muri. In acel manifest, stiinta e perceputa drept
forta primordiala care transcende toate barierele fizice si culturale. Oamenii de stiinta sunt descrisi
drept barbati (si femei) de nationalitate universala. Declaratia o exprima clar si simplu: "razboiul
si stiinta nu pot coexista".
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2. In al doilea rand, pentru ci stiinta este principala sursa de dezvoltare locala.

As dori sd va vorbesc acum despre regiunea din Portugalia de unde provin. Se numeste
Alentejo si timp de zeci de ani a fost o zona sdraca si izolatd, cu sate mici, dependente de
agricultura.

Dar in ultimii 20 de ani, gratie stiintei si tehnologiei, regiunea a prosperat. Au fost
contractate fonduri europene in valoare de aproximativ patru miliarde de euro, care au fost investite
n constructia unui baraj. Astfel, o regiune candva secetoasa a inceput sa se bucure de noi proiecte
agricole si s-au infiintat institutii de cercetare in diferite domenii, de la observatoare astronomice
la laboratoare de biotehnologie. Mai recent, a fost instalata cea mai mare centrala solara plutitoare
europeani, ce beneficiazd de 12.000 de panouri. Intreaga regiune a renascut datoritd stiintei.
Fermierii si-au modernizat metodele de productie, turismul a luat avant, iar calitatea vietii a crescut
semnificativ.

Stiinta propulseaza regiunile cele mai sarace si periferice, oferind o mai buna intelegere a
lumii inconjurdtoare si descatusand potentialul resurselor naturale de care dispunem. Stiinta ii
elibereaza pe oameni de povara geografiei si a istoriei.

3. Si, ca ultim punct, cred cu fermitate ca stiinta are puterea unica de a ne oferi libertate
individuala.

Stiinta, la fel ca justitia, se bazeaza pe judecati bazate pe dovezi. Nu pe pareri. Nu pe fake
news. Nu pe social media. Ci pe dovezi.

Acesta este motivul pentru care ar trebui nu doar sd avem incredere in stiintd, ci si sd
invatam sa gandim precum oamenii de stiinta. Iar tot ce diferentiaza un om de stiinta de un om
oarecare este curiozitatea inepuizabild a celui dintai, raportarea neconventionala la necunoscut si
o nevoie profunda de a gési explicatii pentru modul in care functioneaza lumea Inconjuratoare...
Asa cum a spus candva marele Eugene lonesco, ,,nu raspunsul este cel care lumineaza, ci
intrebarea”.

Cred cu tarie cd doar prin aceasta curiozitate ne putem atinge potentialul ca fiinte umane.
Si prin curajul de a pune intrebadri, de a vedea cu ochii nostri si de a invata. Aceste principii ar
trebui sa stea la temelia unei educatii menite sa faureasca spirite libere.

Dacd libertatea este celebrarea alegerii individuale, atunci stiinta este cea care oferd
continut si context acestor alegeri.

Si astfel, dragi prieteni, de la pacea globala, la progresul local si iluminarea individuala,
stiinta este cu adevarat despre libertate.

[Timisoara ca oras al libertatii]

Ideea de libertate confera vizitei mele in Timisoara o nuanta aparte. Dintre toate distinctiile
care mi-au fost acordate pana acum de universitati din Europa, distinctia de astazi capata o
importanta si o semnificatie deosebite pentru mine. Pentru ca eu cred ca aici, in Timisoara, ideea
de libertate prin stiintd este mai puternicd decat in orice alt oras din Europa.
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Stand in fata domniilor voastre azi, nu pot sa nu ma simt coplesit de insemnatatea istoriei.
S-a intamplat ca in urma cu peste 30 de ani, 0 mana de oameni sa se uneasca pentru a protesta
impotriva ordinului de evacuare a pastorului reformat Laszl6 Tokés. Acel gest de curaj si de
indrazneala a fost scanteia unei revolutii care a eliberat poporul roman de un regim tiranic ce a
durat 42 de ani.

Timisoara este un oras al libertatii. lar aceastd institutie de Invatdmant superior
intruchipeaza cel mai bine ideea de libertate.

Inainte de 1989, existau doar trei facultiti in cadrul Universititii de Vest. In ciuda
stradaniilor profesorilor, multe discipline si de specializari au fost desfiintate de regimul comunist.

Abia dupa revolutie, planurile de Invatamant au fost extinse astfel incat studentii sa aiba
acces la cursuri de chimie, biologie, sociologie si psihologie, precum si muzica, teatru si arte
plastice. Libertatea a fost elementul fara de care stiinta si cultura nu s-au putut dezvolta.

Si iatd-ne acum aici. Universitatea de Vest are 11 facultati cu 75 de programe de licenta si
peste 100 de programe de masterat. lar aceasta e cea mai buna traducere a ideii de libertate in
practica. Nu existd un mod mai fericit de a descrie acest fenomen decét prin cuvintele marelui
biolog roman George Palade. In discursul sidu de acceptare a premiului Nobel, George Palade a
spus cd a vedea cum se dezvolta stiinta este ca si cum ,,ai asculta cum se farama intunericul".

[Concluzii]

Permiteti-mi sa Inchei cu o poveste care nu este despre iluminarea intelectuald, ci despre
lumina efectiva, fizica. O poveste despre lunga calatorie a descoperirilor stiintifice si despre cum
omul de stiintd e pururi inlantuit de o fortd mai mare decat el insusi. Este istoria iluminatului LED;
o tehnologie care a devenit atat de raspandita in timpurile noastre, incat aproape ca am uitat cat de
lung si de complex a fost intregul proces stiintific de care a fost nevoie pentru ca lumina LED sa
ajunga la noi.

In 1907, omul de stiintd britanic Henry Round a descoperit fenomenul
electroluminescentei. Descoperirile sale au fost folosite in anii '20 de catre inventatorul rus Oleg
Losev pentru a concepe o diodd emitatoare de lumind care s-a dovedit ineficienta si costisitoare.
In anii '30, omul de stiintd francez George Destriau a lucrat indeaproape cu Marie Curie la o re-
evaluare a ideii de LED. Zece ani mai tarziu, doi inventatori maghiari au brevetat primul dispozitiv
bazat pe LED care emitea doar lumini albd, galbend si verde. In 1950, trei oameni de stiinti
americani cu origini cehe si italiene au reusit sa creasca semnificativ eficienta si performanta LED-
ului. In anii '60, inginerul american James Biard a inventat un nou tip de dioda care producea
lumina infrarosie.

Cativa ani mai tarziu, Nick Holonyak, inginer la General Motors, a creat un dispozitiv mult
mai durabil decét cele anterioare. Acesta i-a transmis descoperirile sale unui student de-al sau,
George Craford, care a reusit si creasca luminozitatea LED-ului. In anii '80, compania americani
Wolfspeed a introdus in comert primul LED albastru. Doar 4 ani mai tarziu, LED-urile cu
luminozitate ridicata au fost introduse de fizicianul japonez Shuji Nakamura, care mai tarziu a
primit Premiul Nobel pentru munca sa.
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In anul 2000, un fizician rus si un fizician germano-american au castigat Premiul Nobel
pentru utilizarea tehnologiei LED in cercetarile lor in domeniul electronicii si fotonicii. Zece ani
mai tarziu, a fost atins un nou record In ceea ce priveste numarul de lumeni per watt pe care il
poate produce un bec cu LED. lar in 2016, cu ocazia primei mele calatorii in Romania 1n calitate
de comisar, am vizitat proiectul Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) de la Magurele, unde multe
dintre aceste descoperiri au fost folosite pentru a pune bazele unei platforme pentru fizica nucleara
axata pe laser. Nu voi uita niciodata momentul in care 1-am intrebat pe unul dintre oamenii de
stiinta de acolo: ,,Deci ce faceti aici?". lar el a raspuns: ,,Facem invizibilul vizibil". Atat de clar.
Astézi, 1n calitate de primar al Lisabonei, folosesc aceeasi tehnologie pentru a inlocui peste 70 000
de becuri din oras cu LED-uri. O mdsura care ne va permite sd economisim 80% din energie si va
contribui la atingerea neutralitatii emisiilor de dioxid de carbon pana in 2050.

Ca sa ajungem aici a fost nevoie de peste 100 de ani de cercetare, de implicarea a zeci de
oameni de stiinta din intreaga lume, de multe premii Nobel si miliarde de dolari si de euro investiti
de diverse companii si de guverne.

Acesta este adevaratul traseu al cercetarii stiintifice si al inovarii si lungul proces la capatul
caruia o descoperire stiintifica ajunge sa produca rezultate cu impact vizibil asupra vietii oamenilor
obisnuiti.

Nu este munca unui singur om i nici nu este vorba de un simplu ,,Evrika!". Nu exista nicio
scurtaturd inspre inovare. Exista doar perseverenta, cooperare si o doza de obsesie sandtoasa.
Asta Tmi aminteste de Henri Coanda, geniul roman care a inventat primul avion cu reactie din
lume. El spunea ca ,,ar trebui sa inventdm un aparat de zbor complet diferit, dar care sa se bazeze
tot pe legile aviatiei.”

A fi om de stiintd inseamna, de fapt, sd continui sd clddesti pornind de la fundatia
predecesorilor. Fiecare idee, fiecare descoperire, fiecare inventie se bazeaza pe o descoperire
anterioard. lar in orase, functionari publici ca mine intervin in acest proces inspre final, deoarece
ne situdm la limita procesului de inovare. Noi suntem cei care avem misiunea de a produce
schimbari concrete si tangibile prin utilizarea stiintei si a tehnologiei pe care cercetatorii ni le pun
la dispozitie.

Asadar, am acceptat provocarea de a conduce orasul Lisabona, ramanand umil si constient
de povara istoriei. Raman umil s1 in fata voastrd astdzi, distinsi oameni de stiinta, inovatori si
profesori. Tot ce pot face este sa continui sd cladesc pe bazele descoperite de voi. lar orice act de
indrazneald de care as putea da dovada este doar un ecou al curajului si al libertatii voastre.

Va multumesc!
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Distinguished guests,

[Introduction]

It is a pleasure to be back to this beautiful country.

Last time | was here was in April 2019 during the Romanian presidency of the EU.

Back then, we were discussing the Horizon Europe program for research and innovation.
In other words, we were discussing how to support science and scientists.

As we were approaching the European Elections, | remember one of the main concerns we
discussed in Bucharest was the way some political parties in Europe were questioning the integrity
of universities and the value of science.
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As science was becoming part of the political dispute, it became obvious that, more than ever, we
needed to demonstrate its role and impact in society. That became a crucial part of my mission as
a European Commissioner.

To meet with scientists and innovation all over Europe, empowering them, understanding their
needs and struggles, and disseminating their knowledge, their integrity and their value.

Therefore, there couldn’t be any better reason for me to come back to Romania than to be
surrounded by such distinguished researchers, innovators, and educators, like | am today.

[Science as a driver of freedom]

Looking back at those 5 extraordinary years | spent at the Commission, | was privileged to witness
the strength and the excellence of our scientific community.

Europe produces the best science-based projects in the world. And seeing all these examples
allowed me not only to understand the global dimension of European science, but also to
understand the impact of science in our society and in our way of life.

If I had to summarize what that impact is today, | would say that science is the ultimate driver of
freedom.

| would like to share with you three reasons why.

1- First, because science is a force for peace and diplomacy.

One might think that science and diplomacy are opposites. After all, science is about
experimentation, evidence, and risk. Whereas diplomacy is about stability, negotiation, and
cautiousness.

But the fact is that throughout History, science has always played a fundamental role in promoting
peace.

I remember visiting Jordan to engage in a discussion around the only particle accelerator in the
Middle East: SESAME. I realized that the project contributed much more to promote peace in the
region than many other peace negotiations. Scientists from different origins and backgrounds were
able to put aside any political or territorial dispute to be united around higher goals and principles.

If you look at the most unstable and edgy moments of our recent history, you will see that scientists
were amongst the greatest advocates for world peace. | am reminded of the beautiful manifesto
written by Bertrand Russel in 1955 to prevent the Cold War to escalate into a nuclear war. A
statement which was probably the last paper signed by Albert Einstein before his passing. In that
manifesto, science is regarded as the main force to overcome all physical and cultural barriers.
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Scientists are described as men (and women) of universal nationality. The statement puts it clear
and simple: “war and science cannot coexist”.

2- Second, because science is the main source of local development.
| would like to talk about the region where | come from in Portugal. It is called the Alentejo and
for decades it was mainly a poor and isolated region, with small villages dependent on agriculture.

But in the past 20 years, thanks to science and technology, the region has thrived. Almost 4 billion
euros from European funds were invested in building a large dam to bring water to a region that
was drought. New agricultural projects rose, along with research institutions in different fields,
from astronomy observatories to biotechnology labs. And more recently, the largest European
floating solar plant was installed with 12,000 panels. The whole region was reborn through science.
Farmers modernized their production methods, tourism boomed, and quality of life increased
significantly.

Science liberates the poorest and most peripheral regions by providing a better understanding of
the world around us and unleashing the potential of our natural assets. It frees the people from the
weight of geography and history.

3- And finally, I believe science has the unique power to provide individual freedom.
Science, like justice, is about judgement based on evidence. Not on belief. Not on fake news. Not
on social media. But on evidence.

That is not just the reason why we should trust science.

It is also the reason why we should learn to think the same way scientists do. And the difference
between a scientist and everyone else is really their inexhaustible curiosity. Their nonconformity
with the unknown. Their profound urge to finding an explanation for how the world around them
actually works.. As the great Eugene Ionesco once said, “it is not the answer that enlightens, but
the question.”

| believe it is through that curiosity that we can reach our potential as human beings. That courage
to question and we see and learn should be the basis of all education that aims at creating free
spirits.

If freedom is the celebration of individual choice, then science is what gives content and context
to those choices.

And so, dear friends, from global peace, to local progress and individual enlightenment, science is
truly is about freedom.

[Timisoara as the city of freedom]
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That makes it even more special for me to be here today in Timisoara. From all the previous honors
| have received from universities in Europe, this award is of particular importance and meaning to
me. Because | believe that here, in Timisoara, the idea of freedom through science is more
powerful than in any other city in Europe.

As | stand before you, | cannot help but feel the weight of History. It was over 30 years ago, when
a small group of people united to protest the eviction order imposed upon preacher Laszld Tokés.
That gesture of courage and boldness sparked a revolution that freed the Romanian people from a
tyrannical regime that lasted for 42 years.

This is a town of freedom. And this school is the very best example of that.

Before 1989, there were only three faculties at the West University. Many disciplines and seminars
had been abolished by the communist regime, despite of all the attempts by the school’s lecturers.

It was only after the revolution that the curriculum was expanded to offer students access to
chemistry, biology, sociology and psychology classes. But also, music, theater, and fine arts.
Freedom was the element that was missing for your science and your culture to thrive.

And here we are today. West University has 11 faculties with 75 bachelor degrees and over 100
master degrees. There is no better demonstration of freedom. There is no better way to describe it
than in the words of the great Romanian biologist George Palade on his Nobel prize winning
speech. He said that seeing science thrive is like “listening to the sound of darkness crumble”.

[Conclusions]

Let me conclude with a story that isn’t about intellectual enlightenment, but about actual physical
light. A story that shows the long journey of scientific discovery and how every scientists is always
linked to something bigger than himself. It is the story of how the LED came to be. A piece of
technology that has become so mainstream that we almost forget the long and complex scientific
process it took for us to benefit from it.

In 1907, British scientist Henry Round discovered the phenomena of electroluminescence. His
findings were used in the 20s by Russian inventor Oleg Losev to conceive a light-emitting diode
that was inefficient and expensive. In the 30s, a French scientist called George Destriau worked
with Marie Curie to reassess the idea of an LED. Ten years later, two Hungarian inventors patented
the first LED-based device that only emitted white, yellow and green light. In 1950, three
American scientists with Czech and Italian origins managed to significantly increase the LED’s
efficiency and performance. In the 60s, American engineer James Biard invented a new type of
diode that could produce infrared light.

A few years later, a General Motors engineer, Nick Holonyak, built a new device that was much
more durable than the previous ones. He passed his findings to a student of his, George Craford
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who managed to increase brightness of the LED. In the 80s, American company Wolfspeed
introduced the first commercially available blue LED. Only 4 years later, high-brightness LEDs
were introduced by Japanese physicist Shuji Nakamura, who later who the Nobel Prize for his
work.

In 2000 a Russian and a German-American physicist won the Nobel Prize for using the LED
technology on their research in electronics and photonics. Ten years later, a new record was
reached on the lumens per watt a LED bulb was able to produce. And finally, in 2016 on my first
trip to Romania as Commissioner, | visited the Extreme Light Infrastructure (ELI) project in
Magurele, where many of these and other findings were used to establish a platform for laser-
based nuclear physics. I will always remember that trip when I asked one of the scientists: “so,
what do you do here?”” He said, “we make the invisible visible.” So clear.

Today, as a Mayor of Lisbon, I am using that same technology to change over 70,000 city lights
into LEDs. A measure that will allow us to save 80% energy and contribute to reaching carbon
neutrality by 2050.

This is what it took. More than 100 years, dozens of scientists from all around the world, multiple
Nobel prizes and billions of dollars and euros invested from companies and Governments.

That is the real process of science and innovation. The process through which a scientific
breakthrough gets to produce impactful results on the life of ordinary people.

It isn’t a one-man job, nor is it a simple “eureka” moment. There is no fast-track to innovation.
There is only persistence, cooperation, and a certain degree of healthy obsession.

That reminds me of a quote by Henri Coanda, the Romanian genius who invented the world’s first
jet. He used to say that “we should search for a completely different flying machine but always
based on flying principles.”

Being a scientist is really about building upon what others have built. Every idea, every finding,
every invention is based on a previous discovery. And in cities, public servants like myself jump
into the process at the very end of it. We are at the crossline of the innovation process.

Because we are the ones with the mission to deliver concrete and tangible change by using the
science and the technology you provide.

And so, as | took on the challenge of leading the city of Lisbon, | remain humble and aware of the
weight of History. Just like I stand humble before you today, scientists, innovators and educators.
As all 1 am able to do is to build upon what you have brought to light. And any audacity I might
make proof of is only an echo of your courage and your freedom.

Thank you !
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CURRICULUM VITAE

Carlos Manuel Félix Moedas

Carlos Moedas was born in 1970 in Beja, Portugal, and graduated as a civil engineer from Instituto
Superior Técnico (Lisbon) in 1993. He was one of the first Erasmus Students in Portugal and
attended the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées in Paris (1993).

In 1998 in graduated with a Master in Business Administration from the Harvard Business School,
USA (1998/2000).

He started his career as a civil engineer working for the French conglomerate Suez Lyonnaise des
Eaux in France, where he lived for 5 years. After his graduation from Harvard he worked for
Goldman Sachs in their Investment Banking division in London.

In 2004 he returned to Portugal and became head of Aguirre Newman, where he was also a member
of the executive board in Spain. In 2008 he went on to create his own investment management
company.

In 2011 he headed the Social Democrat Party's (PSD) economic team and participated on the
negotiations for Portugal's 2011 Public Budget.

That same year he was elected a Member of Parliament by the Beja constituency and appointed
under-Secretary of State to the Prime Minister of the XIX Constitutional Government of Portugal
where he was tasked with coordination of monitoring the adjustment programme structural
reforms.

In 2014 he was nominated by the Portuguese Prime-Minister to be the the European
Commissioner. He is the Commissioner responsible for Research, Science and Innovation, one of
the largest science and innovation projects on the planet worth 77 billion euros. He designed the
proposal for the future Horizon Europe programme worth 100 billion euros, set to be launched in
2021. He is the 5" Portuguese national to hold this position since Portugal became a EU Member
State in 1986.

In 2019 he joined the board of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. He is also vice-president of
the Jacques Delors Institute in Paris.

Carlos Moedas co-authored a series of publications in the field of science and innovation. Among
these articles, one stands out: ‘Open Innovation: Research, Practices and Policies’ published in the

23| Pagina



California Management Review, co-signed by Henry Chesbrough who is known for coining the
term 'Open Innovation'.

In 2014, the Commissioner became the youngest member to be elected to the Portuguese Academy
of Engineering. He is an honorary fellow from the African Academy of Sciences. In 2016 he was
awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Laws by the University of Cork in Ireland and in 2018 an
Honorary Doctorate in Management from the ESCP Europe (Ecole Supérieure de Commerce de
Paris).

On September 26", 2021, Carlos Moedas was elected Mayor of Lisbon.

Carlos Moedas s-a nascut in 1970 in Beja, Portugalia, iar in 1993 a absolvit ingineria civila
la Instituto Superior Técnico din Lisabona. A fost unul dintre primii studenti Erasmus din
Portugalia, iar in 1993 a urmat cursurile prestigioasei Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées din
Paris.

Tn 1998 a absolvit programul de masterat in administrarea afacerilor al universititii
Harvard (Harvard Business School, SUA (1998/2000).

Si-a inceput cariera ca inginer constructor, lucrand pentru conglomeratul francez Suez
Lyonnaise des Eaux din Franta, unde a locuit timp de 5 ani. Dupa absolvirea studiilor la Harvard,
a lucrat pentru Goldman Sachs in cadrul diviziei de investitii bancare din Londra.

Tn anul 2004 s-a intors in Portugalia si a devenit seful companiei Aguirre Newman si, de
asemenea, membru Tn comitetul executiv al companiei in Spania. In 2008, si-a Intemeiat propria
companie de management al investitiilor

In 2011, a condus echipa economici a Partidului Social Democrat (PSD) si a participat la
negocierile pentru bugetul public al Portugaliei pe anul 2011.

In acelasi an, a fost ales membru in Parlamentul portughez de citre circumscriptia
electorala Beja si numit subsecretar de stat pe langa prim-ministrul celui de-al XIX-lea guvern
constitutional al Portugaliei, si a fost insarcinat sa monitorizeze programul de ajustare si reforme
structurale.

Tn 2014, prim-ministrul portughez I-a propus pentru functia de Comisar European. Carlos
Moedas este al cincilea cetatean portughez desemnat sa ocupe aceasta functie din 1986 - anul in
care Portugalia a aderat la UE - pana in momentul de fata.

In prezent, Carlos Moedas este comisarul responsabil pentru cercetare, stiinta si inovare,
unul dintre cele mai mari proiecte de stiinta si inovare din lume, ce se bucura de o finantare de 77
de miliarde de euro. De asemenea, a elaborat si urmatorul Program cadru pentru cercetare si
inovare Horizon Europe, lansat in 2021. Proiectul beneficiaza de o finantare de 100 de miliarde de
euro.
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Tn 2019, s-a alaturat consiliului de administratie al Fundatiei Calouste Gulbenkian. De
asemenea, este vicepresedinte al Institutului Jacques Delors din Paris.

Carlos Moedas este coautor al unei serii de publicatii in domeniul stiintei si inovarii. Unul
dintre articolele sale de impact este intitulat: ,,Open Innovation: Research, Practices and Policies"”
[Inovarea deschisa: cercetare, practici si politici], si a fost publicat in California Management
Review, avandu-l drept coautor pe Henry Chesbrough, parintele conceptului de ,,inovare
deschisa”.

In 2014, comisarul a devenit cel mai tdnir membru ales in Academia Portugheza de
Inginerie. El este membru de onoare al Academiei Africane de Stiinte. In 2016, i-a fost decernat
titlul de Doctor Honoris Causa in Drept de catre Universitatea din Cork, Irlanda, iar Tn 2018 titlul
de Doctor Honoris Causa Tn Management de citre ESCP Europe (Ecole Supérieure de Commerce
de Paris).

Pe 26 septembrie 2021, Carlos Moedas a fost ales primar al Lisabonei.
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