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Cuvant
la deschiderea ceremoniei de acordare a titlului de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

al Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara

doamnei Nadia Murad

Laureat al premiului Nobel pentru Pace

Onorati membri ai comunitatii academice a Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara,
Distingi invitafi,

Stimati colegi si studenti,

Onorati participanti,

Mult Stimata Doamna Nadia Murad,

Noi suntem cei norocosi din lumea actuald: avem posibilitatea de a ne intalni astazi aici,
intr-o universitate care le oferd studentilor sdi un mediu adecvat pentru a deveni cele mai bune
versiuni ale lor, putem calatori pentru a ne intlni aici si putem zambi intr-un loc in care ne simtim
in siguranta si protejati. Da, am putea crede ca a te simti in siguranta si a avea posibilitatea de a te
bucura de viata si de a te dezvolta sunt drepturi pe care le are orice fiintd umand! Totusi, in ciuda
epocii 1n care trdim, din pacate, acest lucru nu este intotdeauna adevarat!

Lumea se schimba in mod constant, intr-un ritm pe care nu I-am mai intélnit pana acum.
la noi provocari. Riscurile nu mai sunt doar locale, ci devin globale si se raspandesc atat de repede.
Din pacate, nevoia de putere devine atat de mare incét, uneori, genereazd conflicte si razboaie.
Instabilitatea si frica au revenit in vietile multora, iar diferite regiuni ale globului se confrunta cu
realitati care erau de neinchipuit cu doar cateva decenii In urma. Omenirea se confrunta cu situatii
inimaginabile.
2|Pagina



Intr-o astfel de lume, universititile au un rol important si ar trebui sa fie privite ca niste
poli de stabilitate, ca locuri in care se pot aduna energiile care ne vor permite sd facem fatd unui
viitor pe care nimeni nu-l mai poate prezice. Una dintre principalele directii urmate de
Universitatea de Vest din Timigoara, ca universitate comprehensiva, este aceea de a aduce in jurul
ei valorile incontestabile ale diferitelor domenii de activitate, stiind ca universitétile sunt si trebuie
sa fie catalizatori pentru mediul social. Luand in serios rolul pe care fondatorii sai i 1-au atribuit,
acela de centru principal de cunoastere in partea de vest a Romaniei, de promotor al culturii, pol
de stabilitate si principal sustinator al societatii si al drepturilor omului, Universitatea de Vest din
Timisoara, prin cele unsprezece facultati ale sale, incearcd sa ofere in permanenta o recunoastere
binemeritata unor nume importante din lumea stiintifica, culturala, artisticd, economica, sociala si
politica. In acest fel, aduce in lumina reflectoarelor modele valoroase pentru generatiile viitoare.

Astazi, onoram o personalitate speciald, o persoana care intelege pe deplin provocarile cu
care se confruntd societatea, discrepantele dintre regiuni si ceea ce poate genera incdlcarea
drepturilor omului. Doamna Murad este in prezent Ambasador al Bunavointei pentru Demnitatea
Supravietuitorilor Traficului de Persoane si este vocea multora care se simt oprimati sau ale caror
drepturi sunt incalcate. Ea militeaza - la nivel local, national si international - pentru resurse si
schimbari de politici necesare pentru a proteja si sprijini supravietuitorii violentei sexuale si pentru
a reconstrui comunitatile aflate in criza.

Doamna Murad colaboreaza cu lideri globali, guverne si organizatii internationale pentru
a creste gradul de constientizare si pentru a directiona fondurile necesare pentru a genera schimbari
pozitive si relevante.

Asadar, alegerea doamnei Nadia Murad, laureatd a Premiului Nobel pentru Pace in 2018,
Cca laureata a zilei de astdzi a venit normal, tinand cont ca si Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara
pledeaza mereu pentru protectia drepturilor omului, pentru dreptul tuturor la sanse corecte si egale
si pentru respect. Suntem foarte mandri ca a acceptat sd devind membrd a comunitatii noastre
academice si speram cd vom reusi sa ne ridicam impreuna vocile impotriva violentei, a razboaielor
si a discrimindrii, pentru cd nu putem lupta impotriva Intunericului decat impreunad, aprinzand
lumini mici si facandu-le sa straluceasca. Si putem face acest lucru ridicandu-ne vocile pentru o
lume mai bund, aducand impreuna mintile stralucite in cdutarea unei lumi mai durabile si, pur si
simplu, neacceptand intunericul.

Si, dupa cum spunea Nicolae Titulescu, un celebru om de stat si diplomat roman: ,,Si chiar
de nu voi fi un far, ci o candela, ajunge. Si chiar de nu voi fi nici candeld, tot ajunge, fiindca
m-am straduit sd aprind lumina.”
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Stimata Doamna Nadia Murad,

Astazi, prin acordarea titlului de Doctor Honoris Causa Beneficiorum Publicorum,
Universitatea de Vest isi exprima recunostinta pentru exemplul pe care-1 oferiti tinerei generatii
prin promovarea pacii, intelegerii, tolerantei, acceptarii diversitatii si a drepturilor omului. Suntem
onorati de prezenta dumneavoastra la Timisoara si ne bucurdm pentru integrarea dumneavoastra
in comunitatea noastra academica. Va dorim sdnatate si putere de munca pentru a va continua
activitatea cu aceeasi pasiune si eleganta!

Prof. univ. dr. Marilen-Gabriel Pirtea

Rectorul Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara
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Opening address
for the festivity of awarding the title of
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
of the West University of Timisoara
to Mrs. Nadia Murad

Esteemed members of the academic community of the West University of Timisoara,
Distinguished guests,

Dear colleagues and students,

Honoured participants,

Esteemed Mrs. Nadia Murad,

We are the lucky ones in today’s world! We can meet here, in a university that offers its
students an adequate environment for becoming their best versions. We can travel in order to meet
here, and we can smile in a place where we feel safe and protected. Yes, one would think that
feeling safe and having the possibility to enjoy life and develop yourself are rights that any human
being has! Still, despite the age we live in, this is unfortunately not true!

The world is changing constantly at a pace that we’ve never seen before. Innovation and
technology are shaping the face of our lives exposing us to new possibilities but also to new
challenges. Risks are no longer just local, but they become global and they spread so quickly.
Unfortunately, the urge for power becomes so incredible that sometimes, it generates conflicts and
wars. Instability and fear are back in the lives of many, and different regions of the globe are faced
with realities that were unimaginable just decades ago. Humanity is faced with unbelievable
situations.

In such a world, universities have an increased role and should be regarded as poles of
stability, places that can gather energies that will allow us to cope with a future that nobody can
predict anymore. One of the main directions followed by the West University of Timisoara, as a
comprehensive university, is to bring around it the incontestable values of the different fields of
activity, knowing that universities are and should be catalysts for the social environment. Taking
seriously the role its founders gave it, that of the main centre of knowledge in the western part of
Romania, of a promoter of culture, pole of stability, and main supporter of society and human
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rights, the West University of Timigoara, through its eleven faculties, tries to constantly offer well-
earned recognition to important names of the scientific, cultural, artistic, economic, social and
political worlds. This way, it brings valuable models for future generations into the spotlight.

Today, we are honouring a special person, a person who understands fully the challenges
society faces, the disparities between regions and what the denial of human rights can generate.
Mrs. Murad is now a Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivorsof Human Trafficking
and is the voice of many who are feeling oppressed or whose rights are denied. She advocates —
at the local, national, and international levels — for resources and policy changes needed to protect
and support survivors of sexual violence and rebuild communities in crisis.

Mrs. Murad collaborates with global leaders, governments, and international organizations
to raise awareness and direct critical funding necessary to generate positive, meaningful
change.

So, choosing Mrs. Nadia Murad, Nobel Prize for Peace winner in 2018, as our laureate for
today came just as normal as the West University of Timisoara is advocating for the protection of
human rights, for the right of all people to fair and equal chances and for respect. We are very
proud that she accepted to become a member of our academic community and we hope that we
will be able to raise our voices together against violence, wars and discrimination. Because we can
only fight darkness together, by lighting small lights and making them shine. And we can do this
by raising our voices for a better world, by bringing bright minds together in a search for a more
sustainable world and by simply not accepting darkness.

And as Nicolae Titulescu, a famous Romanian man of state and diplomat, was saying: “Even
if I am not going to be a lighthouse but a candle, it is enough. End even if | am not going to even
be a candle, it is still enough as I have done my best to turn on the light!”

Esteemed Mrs. Nadia Murad,

The honorary title offered today, Doctor Honoris Beneficiorum Publicorum, represents the
way in which the West University of Timisoara publicly acknowledges your merits in promoting
peace, understanding, tolerance, diversity acceptance and human rights. We are honoured by your
presence in Timisoara and by your acceptance to become a member of our academic community.
We wish you health and the strength to continue your work with the same passion and elegance!

Professor Marilen-Gabriel Pirtea, PhD

Rector of the West University of Timisoara
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LAUDATIO
Tn onoarea
doamnei Nadia Murad
Laureat al Premiului Nobel pentru Pace

cu ocazia acordarii titlului de
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM

Distinsa doamna Nadia Murad

Stimate domnule Rector al Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara, prof.univ.dr. Marilen Pirtea
Distinsi oaspeti,

Doamnelor si domnilor,

Timisoara este anul acesta Capitald Europeana a Culturii si cu aceastd ocazie Universitatea
de Vest din Timisoara este si mai prezentd in viata comunitatii prin programul “La UVT Cultura
este Capitald”, in cadrul caruia am invitat laureati ai premiului Nobel pentru a sustine conferinte
n Aula Magna.

Timisoara este legata de tot ce inseamna drepturile omului si lupta pentru libertate, si asta
pentru ci in decembrie 1989 la Timisoara s-a aprins flacira Revolutiei Roméne. In urma acestui
eveniment istoric, Timisoara avea sa devina primul oras liber al Romaniei.

Onoarea de a prezenta o laudatio in cinstea Doamnei Nadia Murad este pentru mine o
misiune nobild si emotionanta. Nadia Murad este o femeie remarcabild, un simbol al rezilientei
umane si o voce curajoasa pentru drepturile femeilor si pentru victimele conflictelor armate.

Nadia s-a nascut in anul 1993 in satul Kocho din nordul Irakului, in comunitatea yazida.
Viata ei a fost brutal perturbata in 2014, cand gruparea terorista ISIS a invadat satul ei. A fost
martora la orori inimaginabile, inclusiv la uciderea familiei sale si la rapirea ei in calitate de sclav
sexual. Cu toate acestea, Nadia a reusit sa scape din mainile teroristilor si sa inceapa o calatorie
impresionanta pentru a aduce la cunostinta lumii tragedia comunitatii yazide si a altor grupuri
persecutate.
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Nadia Murad nu s-a oprit niciodata din lupta pentru drepturile omului si dreptate. Ea a
devenit un purtator de cuvant puternic pentru femeile supravietuitoare ale violentei sexuale in
conflictele armate si a marturisit in fata Natiunilor Unite despre experientele sale dureroase. Prin
curajul si hotararea ei, Nadia a pus in lumina atrocitatile comise impotriva comunitatii yazide si a
altor minoritati religioase.

in anul 2018, Nadia Murad a fost distinsd cu Premiul Nobel pentru Pace, recunoscandu-i-
se contributia deosebitd la eforturile de a atrage atentia asupra violentei sexuale in conflictele
armate si pentru angajamentul ei ferm in promovarea drepturilor omului. Aceasta distinctie nu a
fost doar o recunoastere personald, ci si o recunoastere a suferintelor indescriptibile prin care a
trecut, precum si a curajului ei de a transforma aceste suferinte intr-un motor pentru schimbare.

Doamna Nadia Murad reprezintd un model exemplar de curaj, determinare si umanitate.
Prin munca ei, a adus lumina in cele mai intunecate colturi ale societatii si a facut ca vocea
victimelor sa fie auzita la nivel mondial. Este un om care a transformat propria tragedie intr-un
apel la actiune pentru o lume mai justa si mai intelegatoare.

Astazi, Indltdm privirea spre Doamna Nadia Murad cu recunostinta si admiratie. Este un
privilegiu sa-i aducem omagiu pentru contributia ei exceptionald la promovarea pacii si drepturilor
omului. Nadia Murad este un simbol viu al puterii umane de a depasi adversititile si de a
transforma suferinta in speranta pentru un viitor mai luminos.

Nadia Murad si Nadia's Initiative reprezintd un angajament puternic pentru promovarea
drepturilor omului, prevenirea violentei sexuale in conflictele armate si sprijinirea victimelor
acestor atrocitdti. Nadia's Initiative este organizatia non-profit fondata de Nadia Murad, care si-a
propus sa aducd schimbari semnificative in lupta Impotriva sclaviei moderne si a violentei sexuale
in razboaie.

Iata cateva aspecte cheie ale activitatii Nadia's Initiative si ale contributiei Nadiei Murad:

v Constientizare si Advocacy: Nadia's Initiative se concentreaza pe cresterea constientizarii
cu privire la atrocitdtile comise in timpul conflictelor armate, in special asupra violentei
sexuale ca arma de razboi. Organizatia desfasoard campanii de advocacy la nivel global
pentru a mobiliza comunitatea internationald in vederea adoptarii de masuri eficiente
pentru prevenirea acestor violente si pentru asigurarea justitiei pentru supravietuitori.

v’ Asistenta pentru Supravietuitori: Nadia Murad si echipa sa se implica activ in furnizarea
de asistentd directd supravietuitorilor violentei sexuale in conflictele armate. Aceasta
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include sprijin medical, consiliere psihologica, asistenta juridica si programe de reintegrare
sociala.

v" Lupta pentru Justitie: Nadia Murad a militat pentru aducerea in fata justitiei a celor
responsabili de crimele Tmpotriva umanitatii si a violentelor sexuale. Ea a pledat pentru
infiintarea unui tribunal international care sa investigheze si sa aduca in fata instantei aceste
atrocitati.

v Educatie si Dezvoltare: Organizatia se implica in proiecte de educatie si dezvoltare pentru
comunitatile afectate de conflictele armate. Aceste proiecte au ca scop reconstruirea si
restabilirea comunitatilor, oferind o perspectiva de viitor pentru cei care au suferit din
cauza violentei si persecutiei.

Prin munca sa sustinutd si angajamentul ferm fatd de cauzele umanitare, Nadia Murad si
Nadia's Initiative au reusit sa atragd atentia lumii asupra problemelor grave cu care se confrunta
victimele violentei sexuale in contexte de conflict. Prin intermediul acestei initiative, Nadia Murad
continud sa ofere o voce puternica si sa actioneze pentru a aduce schimbari concrete si durabile in
domeniul drepturilor omului si al prevenirii violentelor de acest gen.

Nadia Murad a gasit sprijin semnificativ in Germania, care a devenit casa ei adoptiva si o baza
importantd pentru activitatea ei in domeniul apararii drepturilor omului. Dupa ce a scapat din
captivitatea ISIS si a inceput sa impartdseascd povestea sa de suferintd si supravietuire, Nadia a
fost primita in Germania ca refugiata in anul 2015.

In Republica Federali Germania, Nadia a continuat sa isi dedice eforturile pentru a atrage
atentia asupra violentei sexuale In razboaie si asupra persecutiilor impotriva comunitdtii yazide.
Acolo, ea a avut o platforma pentru a se adresa liderilor si cetitenilor germani, subliniind
importanta actiunilor internationale in fata atrocitatilor comise in tarile afectate de conflicte.

Nadia Murad a colaborat strans cu organizatii germane si internationale pentru a-si sustine
cauza. De asemenea, a fost invitatd sd participe la evenimente si conferinte importante, unde a
putut impartasi marturiile sale si a adus in discutie nevoia de actiune colectiva impotriva violentei
si persecutiei.

In concluzie, relatia dintre Nadia Murad si Germania reflectd nu doar generozitatea tarii in
acordarea azilului politic, ci si sustinerea constanta a activitatilor ei Tn domeniul drepturilor omului
si al eforturilor de prevenire a violentei sexuale in contexte de conflict.

Nadia Murad a primit mai multe premii si recunoasteri pentru activismul sau in domeniul
drepturilor omului, pentru sensibilizarea cu privire la violenta sexualda in razboaie si pentru
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eforturile sale de a aduce justitie victimelor. Iata cateva dintre premiile si distinctiile pe care le-a
obtinut:

v" Premiul Sakharov pentru Libertatea de Gandire (2016): Nadia Murad a fost distinsa
cu Premiul Sakharov pentru Libertatea de Gandire acordat de Parlamentul European pentru
curajul ei in lupta impotriva sclaviei moderne si a violentei sexuale in contexte de conflict.

v Premiul Vaclav Havel pentru Drepturile Omului (2016): Acordat de Consiliul Europei,
acest premiu a fost acordat Nadiei Murad pentru lupta ei impotriva violentei sexuale si
pentru drepturile comunitatii yazide.

v" Ambasador al Constiintei al Amnesty International (2016): Nadia Murad a fost numita
Ambasador al Constiintei de catre Amnesty International, recunoscandu-i-se activitatea
dedicata pentru drepturile omului.

Aceste premii reflecta impactul semnificativ al activitatii Nadiei Murad in atragerea
atentiei asupra problemelor grave cu care se confruntd femeile in timpul conflictelor armate si
asupra necesitatii unei actiuni colective pentru a preveni si a combate violenta sexuala in razboaie.
Prin vocea ei puternicd si angajamentul sdu continuu, Nadia Murad a devenit un simbol al
rezistentei umane si al luptei pentru drepturile fundamentale.

Doamnelor si Domnilor,

Este o deosebitd onoare pentru noi sa urdm un bun venit In comunitatea academicad a
Universitdtii de Vest din Timisoara, Doctor Honoris Causa Beneficiorum Publicorum, Nadia
Murad!
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COMISIA DE EVALUARE SI DE ELABORARE A LAUDATIO

Presedinte:

Prof. univ. dr. Marilen Gabriel PIRTEA, Rectorul Universitatii de Vest din
Timisoara

Membri:

Prof. univ. dr. Anton Trailescu, Presedintele Senatului Universitatii de Vest din

Timisoara

Prof. univ. dr. Dana PERCEC, Directorul CSUD
Prof. univ. dr. Nicoleta MOLDOVAN, Vicepresedintele Senatului Universitdatii de

Vest din Timisoara

Prof. univ. dr. Lucian BERCEA, Decanul Facultatii de Drept

Prof. univ. dr. Irina MACSINGA, Decanul Facultatii de Sociologie si Psihologie
Conf. univ. dr. Sorina VOICULESCU, Depatamentul de Geografie

Lector univ. dr. Alexandru Jadaneant, Decanul Facultatii de Stiinte Politice,

Filosofie si Stiinte ale Comunicarii din Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara

Magister Caeremoniae

Conf. univ. dr. Claudiu T. Ariesan, Facultatea de Litere, Istorie si Teologie,

Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara
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LAUDATIO
in honour of
Mrs. NADIA MURAD
on the occasion of conferring on him the title of
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
of the West University of Timisoara

Esteemed Mrs. Nadia Murad,

Esteemed Rector of the West University of Timisoara, Prof. Marilen Pirtea
Distinguished guests,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Timisoara is the European Capital of Culture this year and to honour the opportunity, the
West University of Timisoara is even more present in the life of the community through the
programme “At UVT, Culture is the Capital”. As part of this initiative, we have invited Nobel
laureates to deliver lectures in the Aula Magna.

Timisoara is deeply connected to the principles of human rights and the struggle for
freedom. In December 1989, the spark of the Romanian Revolution flared up in Timisoara.
Following this historic event, Timisoara became Romania's first free city.

The privilege of delivering the Laudatio in honour of Mrs. Nadia Murad is a noble and
moving mission for me. Nadia Murad is a remarkable woman, a symbol of human resilience and
a courageous advocate for women's rights and victims of armed conflict.

Nadia was born in 1993 in the village of Kocho in northern Iraq, in the Yazidi community.
Her life took a devastating turn in 2014 when the terrorist group ISIS invaded her village. She
witnessed unimaginable horrors, including the murder of her family and her abduction as a sex
slave. However, Nadia managed to escape from the terrorists and embarked on a powerful journey
to raise awareness on the tragedy of the Yazidi community and other persecuted groups.

Nadia Murad has continuously advocated for human rights and justice, emerging as a
resilient spokesperson for women who have survived sexual violence in armed conflict. She has
bravely shared her painful experiences by testifying to the United Nations. Through her courage
and determination, Nadia shed light on the atrocities committed against the Yazidi community and
other religious minorities.
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In 2018, Nadia Murad received the Nobel Peace Prize, acknowledging her outstanding
contribution to raising awareness of sexual violence in armed conflict and for her strong
commitment to promoting human rights. This award was not only a personal acknowledgement,
but also a recognition of the unspeakable suffering she has endured, and her courage to turn that
suffering into a driving force for change.

Mrs. Nadia Murad is an inspiring figure of courage, determination and humanity. Through
her work, she has brought to light the darkest corners of society and made the voices of the victims
be heard worldwide. She is a woman who has turned her own tragedy into a call for action for a
more equitable and tolerant world.

Today, we express our gratitude and admiration for Mrs. Nadia Murad. It is a privilege to
be able to pay tribute to her for her exceptional contribution to the advocacy of peace and human
rights. Nadia Murad is a living symbol of the human power to overcome adversity and turn
suffering into hope for a brighter future.

Nadia Murad and Nadia's Initiative represent a strong commitment to promoting human
rights, preventing sexual violence in armed conflict, and supporting the victims of these atrocities.
Nadia's Initiative is a non-profit organization founded by Nadia Murad, which aims to make a
significant difference in the fight against modern slavery and sexual violence in war.

Here are some highlights of Nadia's Initiative work and Nadia Murad's contribution:

v" Awareness and Advocacy: Nadia's Initiative focuses on raising awareness on the atrocities
committed during armed conflict, particularly sexual violence as a weapon of war. The
organisation conducts global advocacy campaigns to mobilise the international community to
take effective action to prevent such violence and to ensure justice for survivors.

v Survivor Support: Nadia Murad and her team are actively involved in providing direct
assistance to survivors of sexual violence in armed conflict. This includes medical support,
psychological counselling, legal assistance and social reintegration programmes.

v Fight for Justice: Nadia Murad has been campaigning for those responsible for crimes against
humanity and sexual violence to be brought to justice. She advocated for the establishment of
an international court to investigate and prosecute these atrocities.

v' Education and Development: The organisation engages in education and development
projects for communities affected by armed conflict. These projects aim to rebuild and restore
communities, providing a future for those who have suffered from violence and persecution.
Through her hard work and strong commitment to humanitarian causes, Nadia Murad and

Nadia's Initiative have successfully attracted the world's attention to the serious problems faced by

victims of sexual violence in conflict areas. Through this initiative, Nadia Murad continues to be

a powerful advocate, working towards tangible and enduring changes in the field of human rights

and the prevention of such violence.
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Nadia Murad found significant support in Germany, which became her adoptive home and an
important base for her human rights work. After escaping from ISIS captivity and beginning to
share her story of suffering and survival, Nadia was welcomed to Germany as a refugee in 2015.
In the Federal Republic of Germany, Nadia has continued to dedicate her efforts to draw attention
to sexual violence in war and persecution of the Yazidi community. There, she had a platform to
address German leaders and citizens, emphasizing the importance of international action in the
face of atrocities in conflict-affected countries.

Nadia Murad has worked closely with German and international organisations to support
her cause. She has also been invited to participate in important events and conferences, where she
has been able to share her experiences and bring up the need for collective action against violence
and persecution.

In conclusion, Nadia Murad's relationship with Germany reflects not only the country's
generosity in granting political asylum, but also its continued support for her human rights activism
and efforts to prevent sexual violence in conflict settings.

Nadia Murad has received several awards and recognitions for her human rights activism,
for raising awareness on sexual violence in war and for her efforts to bring justice to the victims.
Here are some of the awards and honours she has received:

v' Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought (2016): Nadia Murad was awarded the Sakharov
Prize for Freedom of Thought by the European Parliament for her courage in the fight against
modern slavery and sexual violence in conflict contexts.

v' Véclav Havel Award for Human Rights (2016): Awarded by the Council of Europe, this
prize was given to Nadia Murad for her fight against sexual violence and for the rights of the
Yazidi community.

v' Amnesty International Ambassador of Conscience (2016): Nadia Murad has been
appointed Ambassador of Conscience by Amnesty International in recognition of her dedicated
work for human rights.

These awards acknowledge the significant impact of Nadia Murad's work in in raising
awareness of the serious problems faced by women in armed conflict and the need for collective
action to prevent and combat sexual violence in war. Through her strong voice and constant
commitment, Nadia Murad has become a symbol of human resilience and the fight for fundamental
rights.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for us to welcome to our academic community of the West University of
Timisoara, Doctor Honoris Causa Beneficiorum Publicorum, Nadia Murad!
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Discurs de multumire
al Doamnei NADIA MURAD
cu ocazia acordarii titlului de

DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
al Universitdtii de Vest din Timisoara

Buna dimineata.

Va multumesc tuturor pentru ca m-ati primit in frumosul vostru oras si pentru cd ma onorati
cu aceastd ceremonie. Sunt Incantatd sa ma aflu astdzi aici, alaturi de voi toti.

Cu toata sinceritatea, s ma aflu in fata dumneavoastra si sa primesc aceasta diploma nu
este ceva ce mi-as fi putut imagina acum zece ani, cand eram o tanara care crestea in Irakul rural.
Pe atunci, viata mea era centratd in jurul familiei mele: mama, fratii, cumnatii, nepotii si nepoatele
mele. Eram agricultori, dar in timpul semestrului mergeam la scoald; ma bucuram de lectiile de
istorie... si imi induram studiile de matematica! Din cauza costului motorinei si a starii drumurilor,
nu céalatoream prea des n afara satului nostru. Romania si universitatea ar fi parut o lume
indepartata!

Dar viata noastrd simpld a fost spulberatd in vara anului 2014, cand ISIS a atacat
comunitatea yazidi. Lumea privea cum teroristii se rdspandeau prin Irak si Siria si era ingrozita de
numeroasele atrocitati. Dar cand ISIS a decretat genocidul asupra poporului meu, am fost in mare
parte abandonati. Lumea ne-a intors spatele.

Mii de barbati yazidi au fost ucisi, iar mii de femei si fete au fost luate in captivitate si
vandute ca sabbaya - sau sclavi. Am fost supuse la violente sexuale menite sa ne distruga atat
trupurile, cat si comunititile noastre. In ultimii noud ani, mi-am facut misiunea de a spune lumii
ce ni s-a intamplat si de a milita la nivel global pentru dreptate pentru supravietuitorii acestor
atrocitati. In secolul XXI, nu poate fi acceptabil ca violul si abuzul sexual asupra femeilor si fetelor
sa fie considerate un simplu efect secundar al razboiului. Vreau ca liderii mondiali sa pretuiasca
femeile si sd le protejeze...Si vreau sa inspir liderii de maine, sd lupte in fiecare zi Impotriva
inegalitdtilor si nedreptatilor care duc la conflicte si crime impotriva umanitatii.
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ONU are un document care stabileste factorii de risc pentru genocid. Tn 2014, yaziditii au
bifat fiecare casuta. Traiam intr-o tara instabild, cu structuri statale slabe, fusesem atacati de mai
multe ori Tnainte... iar ISIS se raspandea in toata tara, avand acces la arme si la recruti dispusi.
Publicasera chiar si o brosura in care isi documentau planurile de a ne anihila comunitatea. Era cat
pe ce sa reuseasca. Pe langa apararea supravietuitoarelor violentei sexuale legate de conflict, o
mare parte din munca mea se concentreaza in jurul reconstruirii patriei yazidi din Sinjar. Si asta
inseamna sa o reconstruiesc in mod durabil...Sa o reconstruim pe termen lung... Si reconstructia sa
fie astfel incat sa fie mai bine plasata pentru a rezista inegalitatilor structurale care au facut-o
vulnerabila la crimele atroce de acum noua ani.

Cand am inceput sa lucrez in acest domeniu, oamenii radeau de mine. De ce ai vrea sa
reconstruiesti Sinjar? ma intrebau. Nu se poate face nimic pentru a ajuta, au spus. Dar chiar si
atunci cand mi s-au inchis usile in nas, iar politicienii puternici au refuzat sa raspunda la apelurile
mele, am perseverat. Si, in ultimii ani, organizatia mea, Initiativa Nadiei, a ajutat la reabilitarea
infrastructurii din Sinjar - sistemele de apa, cladirile scolare, spitalele si fermele care au fost
distruse de ISIS. Dar derulam si programe care au ca scop vindecarea si responsabilizarea
comunitatii traumatizate. Derulam programe de formare a profesorilor, cursuri de comunicare si
proiecte de afaceri. De asemenea, tocmai am deschis primul nostru centru sportiv pentru femei -
un loc in care comunitatea poate veni sa faca sport si sa socializeze. Fiind o alergatoare pasionata,
stiu prea bine cat de important este exercitiul fizic pentru sanatatea noastrd mentala. Dar in centrul
tuturor acestor proiecte se afla femeile si fetele. Stim cu totii ca femeile sunt cele mai vulnerabile
in timpul conflictelor, insa rareori li se ofera posibilitatea de a ajuta la reconstructia societatilor
dupa aceea. Cred ca prin imputernicirea femeilor, asigurandu-le educatie, libertate economica si
acces la roluri de conducere, se pun bazele unei societati mai puternice.

Oamenii ma intreaba adesea cum pot contribui la construirea unei lumi mai bune, mai
echitabile si mai pasnice. Este un lucru la care ma gandesc foarte mult. Calea mea spre activism a
trecut prin traume si durere. Nu este un lucru pe care I-ag dori nimanui. Dar exista atat de multe
lucruri pe care le putem face cu totii. Va indemn sa gasiti oameni care gandesc la fel... si sa va
ganditi impreuna cu ei la motivul pentru care se creeaza conflicte... Si de ce femeile si fetele rdiman
atat de vulnerabile. Si apoi scrieti politicienilor si bateti la usile lor. Cereti-le sa se concentreze
asupra politicilor care reduc sdracia, care promoveaza educatia. Sa sprijine proiectele care le dau
putere celor vulnerabili. Ridicati femeile din comunitatea voastra. Poate chiar reganditi ceea ce
inseamna sa ai succes. Punem atat de mult accentul pe potentialul academic si de castig. Succesul
se masoara In case, masini si haine de firmd. Dar nu ar fi lumea un loc mai bun si mai sigur daca
pacea si cei pasnici ar fi cei care sunt cu adevarat apreciati? Daca viitorii nostri lideri ar fi invatati
toleranta, cooperarea si solidaritatea?
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Doamnelor si domnilor, sunt atat de onorata sa ma aflu astdzi alaturi de dumneavoastra,
primind aceasta diploma onorifica. Stiu ca atunci cand deschidem televizorul la stiri, lumea pare
atat de intunecata. Dar stiu, de asemenea, cd multi dintre voi muncesc deja din greu pentru a crea
o lume mai buna pentru generatiile viitoare.

Intotdeauna exista speranta.

Va multumesc.

Nadia Murad

17 |Pagina



Thank you speech
of Mrs NADIA MURAD
on the occasion of the awarding the title of
DOCTOR HONORIS CAUSA BENEFICIORUM PUBLICORUM
of the West University of Timisoara

Good morning.

Thank you all so much for welcoming me to your beautiful city, and for honoring me with
this ceremony. | am delighted to be here with you all today.

If I am honest, standing in front of you and receiving this degree is not something I could
have imagined ten years ago, when | was a young girl growing up in rural Irag. Back then my life
centered around my family; my mother, brothers, sisters in law and nieces and nephews. We were
farmers, but in term time I went to school; enjoying history lessons... and enduring my math
studies! The cost of diesel and the state of the roads meant we didn’t often travel outside of our
village. Romania and university would have seemed a world away!

But our simple life was shattered in the summer of 2014 when ISIS attacked the Yazidi
community. The world had watched as terrorists spread through Iraq and Syria, and was appalled
by the many atrocities. But when ISIS enacted genocide upon my people, we were largely
abandoned. The world turned away.

Thousands of Yazidi men were killed and thousands of women and girls were taken into
captivity and sold as Sabbayas - or slaves. We were subjected to sexual violence intended to break
both our bodies and our communities. For the last nine years | have made it my mission to tell the
world what happened to us and to campaign at a global level for justice for survivors of these
atrocities. In the 21st century it cannot be acceptable for the rape and sexual abuse of women and
girls to be seen as a simple side effect of war. | want global leadership to value women and to
protect women... And I want to inspire the leaders of tomorrow, to fight everyday against the
inequalities and injustices that lead to conflict and crimes against humanity.

The UN has a document which sets out the risk factors for genocide. In 2014, the Yazidis
ticked every single box. We lived in an unstable country with weak state structures, we had been
attacked many times before... and ISIS was sweeping across the country with access to weapons
and willing recruits. They had even published a pamphlet documenting their plans to annihilate
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our community. They very nearly succeeded. Alongside advocating for survivors of confict related
sexual violence, much of my work is centered around rebuilding the Yazidi homeland in Sinjar.
And that means rebuilding it sustainably...Rebuilding it for the long-term. .. And rebuilding so it is
better placed to withstand the structural inequalities that made it vulnerable to atrocity crimes nine
years ago.

When | first started this work people laughed at me. Why would you want to rebuild Sinjar?
They asked. It’s beyond help. They said. But even when doors were shut in my face, and powerful
politicians refused to take my calls, | persevered. And over the past few years, my organization,
Nadia’s Initiative, has helped to rehabilitate the infrastructure of Sinjar - the water systems, the
school buildings, the hospitals and the farms which were destroyed by ISIS. But we also run
programmes that aim to heal and empower the traumatized community. We run teacher training
programmes, communication courses and business projects. We’ve also just opened our first
women’s sports center - Somewhere that the community can come to play sports and socialize. As
a keen runner | know only too well how important exercise is for our mental health. But at the
center of all of these projects are women and girls. We all know that women are most vulnerable
during conflict, yet are rarely given the opportunity to help rebuild societies afterwards. | believe
that by empowering women.... ensuring they have an education, economic freedom and access to
leadership roles you have the basis for a stronger society.

| am often asked by people how they can play a part in building a better, fairer, more
peaceful world. It’s something I think about a lot. My path to activism was through trauma and
pain. That’s not something I would wish on anyone. But there is so much more we can all do. I
urge you to find like-minded people...And with them think about why it is that conflict is created. ..
And why women and girls remain so vulnerable. And then write to politicians and knock on their
doors. Ask them to focus on policies that reduce poverty, that promote education. Support projects
that empower the vulnerable. Lift up the women in your community. Perhaps even rethink what it
means to be successful. We place so much emphasis on academic and earning potential. Success
is measured in houses, cars and designer clothes. But wouldn’t the world be a better and safer place
if it was peace and the peaceful who were truly valued? If our future leaders were taught tolerance
and co-operation and solidarity?

Ladies and gentlemen, | am so honored to be with you today, receiving this honorary
degree. | know that when we turn on the news, the world seems so dark. But I also know that many
of you are already working hard to create a better world for future generations.

There is always hope.
Thank you.
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5,3« NADIA’s
L. INITIATIVE

Cabinetul Doamnei

NADIA MURAD

Nadia Murad este laureatd a Premiului Nobel pentru Pace n anul 2018, activista pentru
drepturile omului si este un avocat de seamd al supravietuitorilor genocidului si violentei
sexuale. Relatarile sfasietoare ale genocidului impotriva minoritatii etno-religioase yazidi din
Irak si a capturarii Nadiei de catre asa-numitul Stat Islamic (ISIS) fac parte din memoriul
acesteia ,, Eu voi fi ultima: Povestea captivitatii mele si lupta mea impotriva Statului Islamic”,
bestseller New York Times.

Viata pasnica a Nadiei a fost intrerupta brutal in 2014, cand organizatia terorista ISIS a
lansat un atac asupra tarii sale natale, Sinjar, cu scopul de a-i curdta etnic pe toti yaziditii din
Irak. Asemeni altor grupuri minoritare, yaziditii au dus povara persecutiei istorice, insa femeile
sunt cele care au avut de suferit considerabil mai mult din pricina violentei sexuale. Dupd ce a
evadat din bratele ISIS, Nadia si-a Tnceput activitatea vorbind despre atrocitatile intamplate in
numele comunitatii sale si al supravietuitorilor violentei sexuale din intreaga lume.

O mare parte din activitatea Nadiei se concentreaza pe intalniri cu liderii mondiali pentru
a ridica gradul de constientizare a genocidului Tmpotriva poporului Yazidi si a utilizarii
sistematice a violentei sexuale ca arma de razboi. Nadia este Presedintele si Directorul Boardului
Nadia's Initiative. Aceasta organizatie desfadsoard in mod activ campanii de convingere a
guvernelor si organizatiilor internationale sa sprijine reabilitarea durabila a patriei Yazidi,
precum si supravietuitorii violentei sexuale la nivel global.
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In 2016, Nadia a devenit primul Ambasador al bunivointei in UNODC (Biroul ONU
pentru Droguri si Criminalitate) pentru demnitatea supravietuitorilor traficului de fiinte umane.
Mai mult decat atat, tot in acel an i-a fost acordat Premiul VVaclav Havel al Consiliului Europei
pentru drepturile omului si Premiul Saharov pentru libertatea de gandire. In 2018, a primit
Premiul Nobel pentru Pace impreuna cu Dr. Denis Mukwege, iar impreuna au intemeiat Fondul
Global pentru Supravietuitori. In 2019, Nadia a fost desemnatd Avocat al Obiectivelor de
Dezvoltare Durabild (ODD) ale ONU.

In calitatea sa de membru al Consiliului consultativ pentru egalitatea de gen al Frantei,
Nadia a pledat pentru ca statele membre ale G7 sa adopte o legislatie care sa protejeze si sa
promoveze drepturile femeilor. Nadia a colaborat cu Misiunea Germana de pe langa ONU
pentru adoptarea Rezolutiei 2467 a Consiliului de Securitate al ONU, care extinde
angajamentele ONU de a pune capat violentei sexuale in conflicte. Nadia a fost, de asemenea,
o fortd mobilizatoare a elaborarii si adoptarii Rezolutiei 2379 a Consiliului de Securitate al
ONU, care a infiintat Echipa de anchetd a Natiunilor Unite pentru promovarea responsabilitatii
pentru crimele comise de Da'esh/ISIL (UNITAD).

Activitatea de pledoarie/ Activismul

Nadia's Initiative militeaza - la nivel local, national si international - pentru resurse si
schimbari de politici necesare pentru a proteja si sprijini supravietuitoarele violentei sexuale si
pentru a reconstrui comunitatile aflate in crizd. Colaboreaza cu lideri globali, guverne si
organizatii internationale pentru a creste gradul de constientizare si pentru a directiona finantarea
necesard catre schimbari pozitive si semnificative.

o Egalitatea de gen: Militam pentru egalitatea de gen la nivel mondial, pentru incetarea
violentei Tmpotriva femeilor si pentru acordarea de compensatii supravietuitoarelor
violentei sexuale.

e Justitie: Militam pentru tragerea la raspundere in instantd a faptasilor ISIS care
actioneaza impotriva umanitdtii prin crime de razboi si genocid.

e Securitate: Facem apel la guvernele nationale si la ONU sa colaboreze in mod colectiv
st la scard largd pentru a imbunatati securitatea si guvernarea locala in nordul Irakului.

e Prevenirea genocidului: Militim pentru constientizarea si prevenirea genocidului,
inclusiv recunoasterea oficiald a genocidului yazidi de catre statele nationale si
organismele internationale.
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Sistemul de sanatate

Sistemul de sanatate din Sinjar era intr-o stare de asediu inainte de invazia ISIS, cu putini
medici si servicii specializate la dispozitia locuitorilor. De la distrugerile din 2014, spitalele au
fost nevoite sa se bazeze In mare masura pe sprijinul organizatiilor internationale pentru a oferi
ingrijiri de primd necesitate. Nadia's Initiative se straduieste sa imbunatateasca sectorul de
asistentd medicald din regiune prin reconstruirea spitalelor si a centrelor de sdndtate primara,
prin furnizarea de provizii vitale, mobilier si echipamente medicale si prin formarea de personal
specializat pentru a oferi ingrijiri centrate pe supravietuitori si traumele acestora. imbunitatirea
sistemului de sdnatate din regiune reduce vulnerabilitatea pe termen lung a comunitatii.

Modul de trai

Din punct de vedere istoric, Sinjar a fost o regiune agricola - 75% din veniturile sale de
dinainte de 2014 se bazau pe agricultura. ISIS a incercat sd distrugd mijloacele de subzistenta
ale comunitatii prin incendierea fermelor, prin poluarea forajelor si prin furtul si vandalizarea
echipamentelor agricole, toate acestea punand in pericol securitatea alimentard a regiunii.
Drumurile si retelele electrice au fost, de asemenea, distruse in timpul anilor de confruntari
pentru eliberarea regiunii. Proprietarii micilor afaceri din Sinjar s-au luptat foarte mult pentru
a-si relua modul de trai in urma distrugerilor masive.

Nadia's Initiative reabiliteazd comertul, transporturile si schimburile comerciale din
regiune prin reconstructia holistica a terenurilor agricole, sprijinirea micilor intreprinzatori,
construirea infrastructurii si lucréri publice de refacere a retelelor electrice.

Educatie

Educatia este piesa lipsd pentru transformarea ideilor, crearea de oportunitdti si
reimaginarea viitorului. Accesul la invatare nu numai ca deschide usile catre oportunitati de
angajare, ci le ofera copiilor si abilitatile de a-si apara drepturile si de a face schimbari in
comunitdtile lor. Investitia in educatie este o investitie In societdti puternice si echitabile.

Sistemul educational din Sinjar a fost mult timp neglijat, cladirile scolare degradate si
lipsa masiva de cadre didactice au dus la o educatie insuficientd si neadecvata, in conditii
nesigure.

Nadia's Initiative imbundtiteste educatia din Sinjar prin reconstruirea si mobilarea
scolilor primare, gimnaziale si liceale, oferind elevilor rechizite scolare, investind in educatia
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timpurie, cea prescolara si postliceala si in construirea de biblioteci scolare in intreaga regiune.
Asigurarea accesului la educatie calitativa faciliteaza procesul de vindecare pentru copiii care
au supravietuit conflictului si stramutarii prelungite.

APA (WASH)

Accesul la apa curata este un drept fundamental al omului, insa este limitat intr-0 regiune
cu deficit hidrologic precum Sinjar. Persoanele care se intorc in Sinjar se confrunta cu
infrastructura de apa, sanitatie si igiend (WASH) distrusa si poluata. Putini sunt cei care isi
permit sa cumpere apa imbuteliata. Multi se confrunta cu probleme grave de sandtate ca urmare
a consumului de apa contaminata.

Pentru a remedia aceasta situatie, Nadia's Initiative reconstruieste infrastructura WASH
in sate, scoli, clinici si ferme din Sinjar. Lucrarile de reconstructie sunt completate de cursuri de
formare Tn domeniul gestiondrii apei si de sesiuni de constientizare a igienei, cu scopul de a
imputernici comunitatea sa isi gestioneze in mod independent propriile surse de apa si sd duca
o viatd mai sanatoasa.

Tmputernicirea femeilor

Femeile din Sinjar au trecut prin traume si suferinte inimaginabile, dar sunt adesea
neglijate in initiativele de reabilitare a regiunii. Multe dintre ele aspird la oportunitati de a
dobandi independenta economica, de a-si intretine familiile si de a deveni lideri activi in
comunitatile lor.

Nadia's Initiative concepe programe de sprijinire a femeilor supravietuitoare care
urmaresc sd raspunda nevoilor femeilor si fetelor din Sinjar, oferindu-le cursuri si granturi
pentru crearea de afaceri, reabilitdndu-le terenurile agricole, reconstruindu-le casele si
oferindu-le posibilitatea de a deveni avocate ale schimbarii in cadrul comunitatilor lor.

Prezervarea culturalia si a memoriei
De secole, yaziditii au fost tinta atacurilor pentru credinta lor religioasd, care e unica.
Distrugerea lacasurilor de cult yazidi a fost cea mai recentd dintr-o lungd serie de campanii de

genocid Tmpotriva comunitatii. Asigurarea de spatii de cult protejate si de locuri de comemorare
pentru yazidi este esentiald pentru vindecarea si coeziunea sociald a comunitatii.
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Nadia's Initiative restaureaza templele Yazidi cu ajutorul clerului, al activistilor si al
familiilor locale nsarcinate cu pastrarea sanctuarelor. Construim cimitire $i memoriale pentru
a-1 onora pe cei care au fost ucisi si pentru a pastra istoria comunitatii.

Premii si distinctii

e Premiul Nobel pentru Pace

e Primul Ambasador al bunavointei al Natiunilor Unite pentru demnitatea
supravietuitorilor traficului de personae

e Premiul Saharov pentru libertatea de gandire

e Premiul Véclav Havel al Consiliului Europei pentru drepturile omului

e Premiul Clinton pentru cetatenie globala

e Premiul Hillary Clinton pentru promovarea femeilor in domeniul pacii si securitdtii

e Premiul international DVF

e Femeia Glamour a anului

e Premiul pentru pace al Asociatiei Natiunilor Unite din Spania

e Premiul Bambi

e Premiul Justice O'Connor

e Premiul Vital VVoices Global Trailblazer Award

e Premiul Spendlove al UC Merced

e TIME 100 Cele mai influente personae

e Forbes 30 Sub 30

e Doctor Honoris Causa al Universitdtii Seton Hall

e Premiul international Marisa Bellisario

e Premiul Global Goals Changemaker

e Premiul umanitar Elisabeth B. Weintz

e Premiul Atlas Frank si Cheri Hermance

e Premiul Oxi Courage

e Doctor in Litere Umane de la Universitatea Chapman

e Forbes Middle East 30 Sub 30

Publicatii
e The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic Statement
e “QOutraged by the Attacks on Yazidis? It Is Time to Help.” The New York Times,
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10February 2018.

e “l was an lIsis sex slave. | tell my story because it is the best weapon | have.”
TheGuardian, 6 October 2018.

e “Prioritizing ISIS over survivors?” Thomas Reuters Foundation, 12 March 2019.

e “UN Security Council should stand in solidarity with survivors of rape in conflict.”
Thomas Reuters Foundation, 23 April 2019.

e “My people were massacred five years ago. The genocide continues.” Washington
Post,31 July 2019.

e “l am a survivor of Islamic State violence. Don’t forget us.” Washington Post, 4
April2019.

e “Seeking Justice and Dignity for Survivors.” UN Chronicle, 9 December 2019.

e “We must protect women from sexual violence during coronavirus lockdown and
beyond.” Thomas Reuters Foundation, 19 May 2020.

e “Yazidis have been forgotten during Covid. They need justice, jobs and a return home.”
The Guardian, 24 February 2021.

e “America, Take a Stand for Yazidis.” Newsweek, 4 June 2021.
e “ISIS slaughtered my Yazidi community. We don't want your pity -- we want justice.”
CNN, 16 August 2021
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5,3« NADIA’s
L. INITIATIVE

From the Desk of
NADIA MURAD

Human rights activist and recipient of the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize, Nadia Murad is a leading
advocate for survivors of genocide and sexual violence. Her New York Times bestselling
memoir, The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic State, is a
harrowing account of the genocide against the Yazidi ethno-religious minority in Iraq and
Nadia’s imprisonment by the so-called Islamic State (ISIS).

Nadia’s peaceful life was brutally disrupted in 2014 when ISIS attacked her homeland in Sinjar
with the goal of ethnically cleansing all Yazidis from Iraq. Like many minority groups, the
Yazidis have carried the weight of historical persecution. Women, in particular, have suffered
greatly as victims of sexual violence. After escaping captivity, Nadia began speaking out on
behalf of her community and survivors of sexual violence worldwide.

Much of Nadia’s advocacy work is focused on meeting with global leaders to raise awareness
of the genocide against the Yazidi people and the systemic use of sexual violence as a weapon
of war. Nadia is the President and Chairwoman of Nadia’s Initiative, which actively works to
persuade governments and international organizations to support the sustainable re-development
of the Yazidi homeland, as well as survivors of sexual violence globally.

In 2016, Nadia became the first UNODC Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivors of
Human Trafficking. That year, she was also awarded the Council of Europe Véclav Havel
Award for Human Rights and Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. In 2018, she won the

26| Pagina



Nobel Peace Prize with Dr. Denis Mukwege. Together, they founded the Global Survivors Fund.
In 2019, Nadia was appointed as a UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Advocate.

In her capacity as a member of France’s Gender Advisory Council, Nadia advocated G7 member
states to adopt legislation that protects and promotes women’s rights. Nadia worked with the
German Mission to the United Nations to pass UN Security Council Resolution 2467, which
expands the UN’s commitments to end sexual violence in conflict. Nadia was also a driving
force behind the drafting and passing of UN Security Council Resolution 2379, which
established the United Nations Investigative Team to Promote Accountability for Crimes
Committed by Da’esh/ISIL (UNITAD).

Advocacy Work

Nadia's Initiative advocates — at the local, national, and international levels — for resources
and policy changes needed to protect and support survivors of sexual violence and rebuild
communities in crisis. We collaborate with global leaders, governments, and international
organizations to raise awareness and direct critical funding necessary to making positive,
meaningful change.

. Gender Equality: We advocate for global gender equality, an end to violence against
women, and the provision of reparations to survivors of sexual violence.

. Justice: We advocate for judicial accountability of ISIS perpetrators of crimes against
humanity, war crimes, and genocide.

. Security: We advocate national governments and the UN to work collectively and
comprehensively to improve security and local governance in Northern Iraq.

. Genocide Prevention: We advocate for genocide awareness and prevention, including the
formal recognition of the Yazidi genocide by nation states and international bodies.

Healthcare

The healthcare sector in Sinjar was in a beleaguered state prior to ISIS’ invasion, with few
specialized doctors and services available to residents. Since the destruction in 2014, hospitals
have had to rely heavily on support from international organizations to provide basic care.
Nadia’s Initiative is working to improve the region’s healthcare sector by rebuilding hospitals
and primary health centers, providing them with critical supplies, furniture, and medical
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equipment, and training specialized staff to provide survivor- centered, trauma-informed care.
Improving the region’s healthcare reduces the community’s long-term vulnerability.

Livelihoods

Sinjar has historically been a farming region — 75% of its pre-2014 income was based in
agriculture. ISIS attempted to destroy the community’s livelihoods by burning down farms,
polluting boreholes, and stealing and vandalizing farming equipment, all of which threaten the
region’s food security. Roads and electrical networks were also destroyed during years of
fighting to liberate the region. Small business owners in Sinjar have struggled greatly to resume
their livelihoods in the aftermath of such extensive destruction.

Nadia’s Initiative is restoring the region’s commerce, transportation, and trade by holistically
rebuilding farmlands, supporting small business owners, constructing new roads and public
works, and restoring electrical networks.

Education

Education is key to transforming ideas, creating opportunities, and reimagining futures. Access
to learning not only opens doors to job opportunities, it also provides children with the skills to
stand up for their rights and make change in their communities. Investment in education is an
investment in strong and equitable societies.

Sinjar’s education sector has long suffered neglect, with dilapidated school buildings and a
severe lack of teachers resulting in students receiving infrequent, inadequate education in unsafe
environments.

Nadia’s Initiative is improving education in Sinjar by rebuilding and furnishing primary, middle,
and secondary schools, providing students with school supplies, investing in early childhood
and post-secondary education, and constructing school libraries throughout the region. Ensuring
access to quality education facilitates the healing process for children who have survived
conflict and protracted displacement.
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WASH

Access to clean water is a basic human right, yet it is a rare resource in a water scarce region
like Sinjar. Returnees to Sinjar must grapple with destroyed and polluted water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) infrastructure. Few can afford to purchase bottled water. Many face severe
health issues resulting from consuming contaminated water.

To counter this, Nadia’s Initiative is rebuilding the WASH infrastructure in villages, schools,
clinics, and farms throughout Sinjar. Reconstruction work is complemented by water
management trainings and hygiene awareness sessions aimed at empowering the community to
independently manage their own water sources and lead healthier lives.

Women’s Empowerment

Women in Sinjar have experienced immense trauma and suffering yet are often neglected in the
region’s redevelopment initiatives. Many long for opportunities to gain economic independence,
provide for their families, and become active leaders in their communities.

Nadia’s Initiative designs Survivor-centric women’s empowerment programs aimed at
addressing the needs of women and girls in Sinjar by providing them with small business
trainings and grants, rehabilitating their farmlands, rebuilding their homes, and empowering
them to become advocates for change within their communities.

Cultural Preservation and Memorialization

For centuries, Yazidis have been targeted for their unique religious beliefs. ISIS’ destruction of
Yazidi sites of worship was the latest in a long line of genocidal campaigns against the
community. Providing Yazidis with safe spaces to worship and sites of remembrance is critical
to the community’s healing and social cohesion.

Nadia’s Initiative restores Yazidi temples with input from clergy, activists, and local families

charged with guardianship of the shrines. We construct cemeteries and memorials to honor those
who were killed and preserve the history of the community.
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Awards & Recognitions

Nobel Peace Prize
First United Nations Goodwill Ambassador for the Dignity of Survivors of Human

Trafficking

Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought

Council of Europe Vaclav Havel Award for Human Rights
Clinton Global Citizen Award

Hillary Clinton Award for Advancing Women in Peace and Security
International DVF Award

Glamour Women of the Year

United Nations Association of Spain Peace Prize
Bambi Award

Justice O’Connor Prize

Vital Voices Global Trailblazer Award

UC Merced Spendlove Prize

TIME 100 Most Influential People

Forbes 30 Under 30

Seton Hall University Honorary Doctorate

Marisa Bellisario International Prize

Global Goals Changemaker Award

Elisabeth B. Weintz Humanitarian Award

Frank and Cheri Hermance Atlas Award

Oxi Courage Award

Doctor of Humane Letters from Chapman University
Forbes Middle East 30 Under 30

Publicatii

The Last Girl: My Story of Captivity, and My Fight Against the Islamic Statement
“QOutraged by the Attacks on Yazidis? It Is Time to Help.” The New York Times,
10February 2018.

“l was an Isis sex slave. | tell my story because it is the best weapon | have.”
TheGuardian, 6 October 2018.

“Prioritizing I1SIS over survivors?” Thomas Reuters Foundation, 12 March 2019.
“UN_Security Council should stand in solidarity with survivors of rape in conflict.”
Thomas Reuters Foundation, 23 April 2019.
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e “My people were massacred five years ago. The genocide continues.” Washington
Post,31 July 2019.

e “l am a survivor of Islamic State violence. Don’t forget us.” Washington Post, 4
April2019.

e “Seeking Justice and Dignity for Survivors.” UN Chronicle, 9 December 2019.

o “We must protect women from sexual violence during coronavirus lockdown and
beyond.” Thomas Reuters Foundation, 19 May 2020.

e “Yazidis have been forgotten during Covid. They need justice, jobs and a return home.”
The Guardian, 24 February 2021.

e “America, Take a Stand for Yazidis.” Newsweek, 4 June 2021.
e “|ISIS slaughtered my Yazidi community. We don't want your pity -- we want justice.”
CNN, 16 August 2021
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