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Description of the PhD project

The project intends to bring into focus the work of Raul Damonte Botana, better
known with his penname Copi. A polymorphous artist, Copi deconstructs in his drama
the autocratic heterosexual language, while reconstructing and bringing together
antagonizing effects, complex sensitivities, which can be traditional or topical, in
order to understand his own existential division. The main purpose of this doctoral
project would be to approach Copi’s theatre starting from a voyage within the world
of the theatre itself, investigating words, gestures and postures which bear witness
of the artist’s various selves, as well as the way they interact with others. The
research aims to capitalize on the means, the causes and the effects of the
dramatization of interiority for whose accomplishment Copi engages an entire arsenal
of dramatic techniques. The study of the deconstruction and reconstruction of
conflicting relations, of the creation and decreation of his fictions and chimeras can
contribute to grasping the logic of identity stigmatization, as it was perceived by
Copi, and to compensating the identity effacement by means of signs and metasigns
in the theatre.

The topic is open and generous, with an interdisciplinary and transversal feature that
emphasizes intercultural, multicultural and global approaches:
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Corpus

Copi (Raul Damonte Botana)

Un angel para la sefiora Lisca (1962)
Sainte Genevieve dans sa baignoire (1966)
L’Alligator, le thé (1966)

La Journée d’une réveuse (1967)

Eva Peron (1970)

L’Homosexuel ou la Difficulté de s’exprimer (1971)
Les Quatre Jumelles (1973)

Loretta Strong (1974)

La Pyramide ! (1975)

La Coupe du monde (1975)

L’Ombre de Venceslao (1978)

La Tour de La Défense (1981)

Le Frigo (1983)

La Nuit de Madame Lucienne (1985)

Une visite inopportune (1988)

Les Escaliers du Sacré-Ceeur (1990)
Cachafaz (1993)
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