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Teza de abilitare Ecologia politica a dezvoltarii in periferiile Europei prezinta directiile
activitatii de cercetare, urmate de un plan de dezvoltare a carierei academice. Examinand
publicatiile reprezentative, am organizat principalele discutii pe care acestea le contin in trei
domenii de cercetare: politica dezvoltarii, ecologia politica, ideologii si discursuri politice. Am
grupat idei si argumente discutate in publicatii in aceste trei domenii, insistand asupra locului
acestora in contextul dezbaterilor curente din comunitatea academica internationald. Aceste
domenii formeaza un nexus dezvoltare-mediu-ideologie, care structureaza cariera mea de cercetare
si predare, regasindu-se in majoritatea lucrarilor publicate si constituind cadrul teoretic pentru
studiile de caz realizate. Aria geografica acoperitd de aceste studii de caz este ce a Europei de est,
de unde si referinta la periferiile Europei. Conditia de periferie geografica a fost examinata in
publicatii din punctul de vedere al politicii dezvoltarii si ecologiei politice. Pe langa acestea, am
urmarit si varietati ale populismului in regiune, de asemenea din perspectiva unei politici a
periferiilor Europei. Pe intreg parcursul tezei de abilitare am incercat sa ofer indicii referitoare la

impactul activitatii de cercetare proprii in comunitatea academica din care fac parte.

Politica dezvoltarii traverseaza activitatea mea de cercetare din ultimii 15 ani. Ultima carte
publicata discuta critic modelul modernizationist al dezvoltarii internationale din perspectiva
Europei de est (Vesalon, 2023). Am inclus in aceastd directie de cercetare discutii teoretice,
precum cea despre dezvoltare dependentd in Europa de Est in comparatie cu America Latina
(Vesalon, 2020). O serie de publicatii se concentreaza pe studii de caz care discuta politica
internationala a marilor proiecte de dezvoltare in socialism, politica dezvoltarii industriale in
postcomunism si critica social-politica a industrialismului in Romania (Vesalon, 2017; Cretan si
Vesalon, 2017; Vesalon si Cretan, 2013b). In alte articole, am examinat miscari de protest fata de
politica exploatarii resurselor naturale in postcomunism. Apoi, am discutat teme de dezvoltare in
context urban, precum branding urban, expansiune urbana si relatia dintre urbanism si politici
culturale in Timisoara (Vesalon si Cretan, 2019). In fine, am abordat politica spatiilor abandonate
n post-socialism, intr-un studiu de caz referitor la tabere scolare abandonate (Vesalon si Nitu,
2021). Un element comun al acestor studii de caz este concentrarea pe discutii critice ale politicii
dezvoltarii, de cele mai multe ori pornind de la miscari de protest si opozitie. Toate aceste cazuri
reorienteaza dezbaterile despre actorii sociali, ideologiile si interesele politice implicate n politica
dezvoltarii (Vesalon, 2023). Astfel de studii nu pot fi realizate decat prin intermediul unor

metodologii interdisciplinare, ceea ce am si asumat in studiile publicate Tn domeniul politicii



dezvoltarii. Aceste studii au fost publicate in reviste internationale precum Environmental Politics,

Area sau Journal of Contemporary European Studies.

A doua directie de cercetare reflectatd in tezd este ecologia politicd. Teme de ecologie
politica se regdsesc in majoritatea publicatiilor mele, inclusiv in corelatie cu politica dezvoltarii.
Aceste teme graviteaza in jurul conceptului de socio-naturd, care explica interactiunile mediate
politic dintre societate si mediu. Interesul stiintelor politice in studiul acestora rezida in analiza
critica a puterii politice si ideologiilor care structureaza fenomene socio-naturale. Am analizat mai
intai ecologia politica a dezvoltarii industriale in Toronto (Desfor si Vesalon, 2008; Desfor,
Vesalon si Laidley, 2011). Am discutat apoi despre politici de mediu, riscuri ecologice,
controverse referitoare la extragerea si utilizarea resurselor naturale, precum si despre
neoliberalizarea spatiului in Roméania (Vesalon si Nitu, 2021; Vesalon si Cretan, 2015; Vesalon si
Cretan, 2013a). Aceste teme permit contacte interesante cu studiile de stiinta si tehnologie, dar si
cu studiile culturale, de pilda prin discutii referitoare la cultura riscului sau la reprezentari ale
Localizarea studiilor de caz in Romania a condus si la o perspectiva comparativa cu alte societati
din Europa de est. Aceste studii au fost publicate Tn reviste cum sunt International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research, Environmental Politics sau Landscape Research. Includerea unor
teme ecologie politica in cercetarea doctorala este in acest moment deosebit de utila nu doar pentru
a asigura o mai mare diversitate in stiintele politice, ci si pentru cd astfel de discipline de granita
pot constitui un teren fertil pentru explorarea unor teme aflate in plind ascensiune in stiintele

sociale.

A treia directie de cercetare prezentata in teza este cea referitoare la analiza discursurilor
si ideologiilor politice. Tntr-o serie de articole publicate Tn reviste precum East European Politics,
European Journal of Cultural Studies si in capitole in volume colective am urmarit profilarea
ideologicd a neoliberalismului (Vesalon, 2010), social-democratiei (Vesalon, 2016) si a
populismului Tn Roménia. Interesul principal a fost legat de analiza varietatilor populismului.
Astfel, pe langa populismul dreptei radicale (Popescu si Vesalon, 2022), am examinat forme mai
putin discutate in literatura de specialitate, precum populismul neoliberal (Vesalon, 2010) sau cel
antreprenorial (Vesalon si Botgros, 2022). Aceste analize critice ale populismului reprezinta si o

punte intre politica dezvoltarii si ecologia politica, dat fiind ca ating teme precum statul bunastarii



sau dezvoltarea infrastructurii. Mai departe, am prezentat cateva activitati editoriale, si contributii
la promovarea pentru publicul larg a unor probleme de ecologie politica Th forma unor podcasturi
(Vesalon, 2020, 2022).

Tn continuare, am prezentat evolutia activititilor de predare si construirea de noi programe
de studiu (masteratul de Studii de Dezvoltare Internationald in limba engleza). Am insistat asupra
coreldrii activitatilor de predare cu cele de cercetare, ardtdnd cum contextul institutional in care
am profesat mi-a permis o aliniere optima intre cele doua tipuri de activitati. Astfel, am predat
cursuri de Teorii si strategii ale dezvoltarii internationale si Ideologii politice, ambele fiind
concomitent si directii de cercetare, asa cum am mentionat mai sus. Activitatea mea didactica se
intinde pe o perioada de aproape 25 de ani, timp in care am predat continuu in Departamentul de
Stiinte Politice din cadrul Universitatii de Vest din Timisoara, cu o Intrerupere de doi ani, cdnd am
fost asistent de predare si de cercetare la Universitatea York, Toronto, Canada. Pe langa
prezentarea cursurilor si seminarelor, am inclus referinte la activitati didactice extra-curriculare,
precum scoli de vard sau workshop-uri, cu precddere in domeniul dezvoltarii internationale. Am
insistat Tn aceasta parte a tezei asupra modalitatilor in care inclus dezbateri recente din domeniile

de cercetare n portofoliul cursurilor predate.

Tn ultima parte a tezei am inclus un planul de dezvoltare a carierei academice axat pe trei
prioritati: internationalizarea activitatii academice, sincronizarea cercetarii si predarii, respectiv
popularizarea stiintei. Am explicat apoi ca interesele de cercetare si competentele didactice
prezentate Tn aceastd teza de abilitare acoperd domenii in ascensiune in spatiul academic din tara,
ca existd deja studenti doctoranzi in Stiintele politice in Universitatea de Vest din Timisoara
interesati de politica dezvoltdrii, de ecologia politicd si de analiza de discurs politic. Aceste
domenii au un potential demonstrat de a conecta cercetdtori din regiune la comunitatea academica
globala. Consider ca transferarea experientei mele de cercetare si predare in cadrul studiilor
doctorale in Stiinte politice imi va permite in acelasi timp sd realizez obiective de
internationalizare, sincronizare a cercetarii si predarii, precum si de popularizare a stiintei cu un

impact mai amplu decét cel al dezvoltarii carierei academice proprii.
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The Habilitation thesis The political ecology of development in Europe’s peripheries
presents the main areas of my research, followed by an academic career development plan.
Examining representative publications, | have organized the debates included in these publications
in three research areas: development politics, political ecology, ideologies and political discourses.
| have focused on how ideas and arguments included in these publications are connected to current
academic debates. These three areas constitute a development-environment-ideology nexus, which
structures my research and teaching, and provide the theoretical background for case studies in my
published research. The geographical area covered by the majority of case studies is Eastern
Europe, hence the reference to Europe’s peripheries in the title of this thesis. The peripheral
condition was examined from a development politics and political ecology perspective. Besides
these two perspectives, | have also discussed the varieties of populism in the region, also in relation
to the politics of Europe’s peripheries. The academic impact of research is indicated throughout
the thesis.

Politics of development criss-crosses my research over the last 15 years. My latest book
critically examines the politics of modernisation in international development from an Eastern
European perspective (Vesalon, 2023). This area of research includes debates on dependent
development in a comparative perspective between Eastern Europe and Latin America (Vesalon,
2020). A series of case studies discuss the international politics of big development projects in
socialism, the politics of industrial development in postcommunism and the socio-political critique
of industrialism in Romania (Vesalon, 2017; Cretan si Vesalon, 2017; Vesalon si Cretan, 2013b).
In other articles | have examined protests against the postcommunist politics of natural resources.
Then I have discussed urban development topics such as urban branding, urban expansion and the
relation between urbanism and cultural politics in Timisoara (Vesalon si Cretan, 2019). Finally,
my research in the area of development politics includes the politics of abandoned spaces in post-
socialism, in a case study on school camps (Vesalon si Nitu, 2021). Common in all these case
studies is a critical approach to development politics, often in relation to protest and opposition.
Such cases from Europe’s peripheries reorient specific debates on the social actors, ideologies and
political interests involved in the politics of development (Vesalon, 2023). This research is based
on interdisciplinary methodologies and published in international peer-reviewed journals such as

Environmental Politics, Area and Journal of Contemporary European Studies.



Political ecology is the second research area covered in the thesis. Political ecology themes
are present in the majority of my publications, often in relation to development politics. These
themes gravitate around the concept of socio-nature, used to explain the politically mediated
interactions between environment and society. The importance of this type of research for political
science rests especially in the critical analysis of how political power and ideology shapes socio-
natural environments. First, | have contributed to debates about the political ecology of Toronto’s
industrial development (Desfor si Vesalon, 2008; Desfor, Vesalon si Laidley, 2011). Then | have
discussed environmental policies, environmental risks, controversies regarding the politics of
natural resources and also the neoliberalisation of space in Romania (Vesalon si Nitu, 2021;
Vesalon si Cretan, 2015; Vesalon si Cretan, 2013a). These debates occasioned interesting
interactions with science and technology studies, and also with cultural studies, for instance in
discussing risk cultures or representations of mobility in the politics of infrastructure (Vesalon si
Botgros, 2021). The localisation of these case studies in Romania led to a comparative perspective
with other Eastern European societies. This body of research was published in journals such as
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, Environmental Politics and Landscape
Research.

The analysis of political discourses and ideologies is the third research area presented in
the habilitation thesis. In a series of chapters and articles published for instance in East European
Politics and European Journal of Cultural Studies I have contributed to the ideological profiling
of neoliberalism (Vesalon, 2010), social-democracy (Vesalon, 2016) and populism in Romania.
My main interest was mainly related to the varieties of populism in the region. Besides radical
right populism (Popescu si Vesalon, 2022), | have examined less discussed varieties, for instance
neoliberal populism (Vesalon, 2010) and entrepreneurial populism (Vesalon si Botgros, 2022).
Such critical studies of populism also bring closer development politics and political ecology,
given that they touch upon topics like the welfare state or infrastructure development. Finally, |

have described several editorial activities and political ecology podcasts (Vesalon, 2020, 2022).

In the next section of the thesis | have presented my teaching activities and my contribution
to the establishment of new study programmes (the Masters in International Development Studies
at WUT). | have focused on explaining how my teaching and research activities are connected, in

an institutional environment which facilitate such alignments. | teach courses of Theories and



strategies of international development and Political ideologies, areas which are concomitantly
part of my research activities. My teaching career spans over almost 25 years, during which I have
taught in the Political Science Department of the West University of Timisoara, with a two years
break, during which | was teaching assistant at York University, Toronto, Canada. Besides the
description of courses and seminars, | have presented extra-curricular activities (summer schools
and workshops), mostly in the area of international development. In this part of the thesis, the
focus is on the ways in which | have included recent debates in development politics and political
ideologies in my teaching agenda.

The second part of the thesis includes an academic career development plan centered on
three priorities: internationalization, synchronization of research and teaching, and science
popularization. | have then explained how my research interests and teaching experience are
situated within emerging academic fields in the region, that there are doctoral students in political
science in West University of Timisoara interested in development politics, political ecology and
political discourse analysis, and that these areas offer excellent opportunities of connecting
researchers from the region to the global academic community. Finally, | have stated that the
transfer of my research and teaching experience to doctoral studies in Political science would allow
the achievement of internationalization, synchronization of research and teaching, and science
popularization, all objectives with a wider impact than the development of my own academic

career.
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