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REZUMAT

Aceasta teza cuprinde cinci studii interconectate (S), doud revizuiri sistematice
ale literaturii (S1 si S2) si trei studii empirice (S3, S4 si S5), concepute pentru a
raspunde scopului tezei prin intermediul a patru obiective specifice (O). Primele
doua studii au utilizat proceduri de revizuire sistematicd a literaturii pentru a
cartografia limitele domeniului de cercetare al conceptiilor cadrelor didactice
universitare despre predare (ACTs) si pentru a raspunde la Oi. Am clarificat
inconsecventele din definitiile si terminologia ACTs si am identificat cele mai
adecvate instrumente de masurare ale acestora. O, a constat ih explorarea directiei
influentei dintre teoriile expuse despre predare (ACTS) si abordarile didactice ale
universitarilor (ATAs). Tn acest scop, a fost utilizat un design longitudinal in trei
valuri pentru a analiza ACTs si ATAs la un esantion de N = 111 cadre didactice
universitare debutante. Rezultatele indica faptul c&, in cazul debutantilor, ATAS
prezic modificari in ACTs, indiferent de gen si experienta didactica. Oz a fost
investigarea interconectivitatii dintre ACTs si ATAs, depasind dihotomia clasica
dintre centrare pe student si centrarea pe profesor si paradigma traditionala a
factorilor latenti, prin utilizarea unei analize de retea pe un esantion de N = 756
cadre didactice universitare. Astfel, S4 ofera concluzii solide, subliniind
importanta conceptiilor legate de intelegerea materiei predate (UoSjM) in
modelarea ACTs predominante si a anumitor ATAs. Os a vizat investigarea
impactului unui mecanism care poate sustine schimbari pozitive in ACTs si
efectele transformarilor in conceptiile despre UoSjM asupra ATAs, practicilor de
predare ale profesorilor si asupra invatarii studentilor. Interventia de tip Design-
Based Research (DBR) oferd un cadru comprehensiv pentru intelegerea si
facilitarea schimbarii conceptuale in practicile didactice, combinidnd metodologia
DBR cu elemente din teoriile Tnvdagarii transformative si comunitdatilor de
practica. Principalele concluzii ale ultimului studiu arata ca interventia DBR a
sprijinit cadrele didactice universitare in centrarea lor pe student, in cresterea
constientizarii agentiei studentilor si in adoptarea unor metode si strategii de
invatare activd in predare. Mai mult, interventia a contribuit la reducerea
abordarilor superficiale de invatare ale studentilor. Aceasta teza aduce contributii
semnificative la nivel teoretic, empiric si metodologic si ofera implicatii practice
relevante pentru schimbarea conceptuala si dezvoltarea didactica in invatamantul
superior.

Cuvinte cheie: invatamant superior, conceptiile universitarilor despre predare
(ACTs), abordarile de predare ale universitarilor (ATAs), revizuire sistematici a
literaturii, investigatie longitudinala, analizd de retea, interventie Design-Based
Research (DBR), schimbare conceptuala.
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Abstract

The thesis comprises five interrelated studies (S), two systematic literature
reviews (S1 and S2), and three empirical studies (S3, S4, and S5) designed to
address the overarching aim through four specific objectives (Os). The first two
studies employed systematic literature review procedures to map academics’
conceptions of teaching (ACTSs) research domain boundaries and answer O;. We
clarified the inconsistencies in ACTs definitions and terminology and found the
best inventories for measuring them. Our O, was to explore the direction of
influence between the exposed theories about teaching (ACTs) and the academics'
teaching approaches (ATAs). For this, a 3-wave longitudinal design was
employed to analyze the ACTs and ATAs of N = 111 debutant academics.
Findings indicate that in the case of debutant academics, ATAs predict changes
in ACTs regardless of their gender and teaching experience. Our O3 was to explore
the interconnectedness between ACTs and ATAs exceeding the classical
dichotomy of student and teacher-centeredness and the knowledge provided by
the traditional latent factor paradigm by employing a network analysis on N = 756
academics. Thus, study 4 offers robust findings, highlighting the significance of
conceptions related to understanding the subject matter (UoSjM) in shaping
prevailing ACTs and specific ATAs. The O4 was to investigate the impact of a
mechanism that can support positive changes in ACTs and the effect of
transformations in TCs and conceptions about UoSjM on ATAs, teachers'
instructional practices, and students' learning. The design-based research (DBR)
intervention offers a comprehensive framework to understand and facilitate
conceptual change in teaching practices by complementing the design-based
research methodology with features of Transformative Learning and
Communities of Practice theories. The main findings of the last study show that
the DBR intervention supported academics in becoming more student-focused,
raising their awareness of student agency, and increasing the adoption of active
learning methods and strategies in their instruction. Moreover, the intervention
contributed to a decrease in students’ superficial learning approaches. This thesis
has advanced significant theoretical, empirical, and methodological contributions
and offered specific practical implications for conceptual change and instructional
development in higher education.

Keywords: higher education, academics’ conceptions of teaching (ACTs),
academics’ teaching approaches (ATAS), systematic literature review,
longitudinal investigation, network analysis, Design-Based Research (DBR)
intervention, conceptual change
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